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The Conference in Sweden 


gatherings for the first time, as world-wide friendships 
are made and as new ideas about old concepts are formed, 
the conference becomes something of very real import. 

The conference is part of the professional life of every nurse 
who attends. To some, it is an intrinsic part of their work, to 
others the conference is attended during a holiday. Some might 
say that a holiday should méan an entire break from day to day 
work and all its associations, and that going abroad, in particular, 
should mean entirely fresh contacts and widening of horizons 
beyond the nursing world rather than within it. Those who 
have attended an international congress may disagree. Meeting 
those with similar interests but living and working in different 
countries, is most stimulating. Hearing problems so similar to 
those at home and so vital, 
discused by many with 
different views but a common 
aim, by some who have already 
experienced the different reme- 
dies that may be suggested, 
and others who are at the same 
cross roads, gives a clarity of 
understanding and depth of 
knowl dge not likely to be 
obtained by any other means. 
Whether the Congress is work 
or holiday, it means very real 
recreation for every person 
who attends. 

The Interim Conference 
arranged by the International 
Council of Nurses in Stockholm 
this month celebrates the 
fiftieth anniversary of the 
International Council, and an 
article on the organization will 
be found in later pages of this 
number. Sweden is to be the 
hostess of the nations this year 
and Miss Gerda Hojer, Presi- 
dent of the International 
Council of Nurses, and a 
member of the Swedish Parlia- 
ment, will preside at the open- 
ing session of the conference. 

Medical Care in Sweden will 
be the subject of the Director 
General of the Department of 
Health, Stockholm, and nurses will speak on the place of nursing 
in future schemes for medical care. These will be of particular 
imterest as Sweden and the Scandinavian countries have an 
international reputation for advanced views on hospital design 
and equipment, and on health and medical schemes, though thev 
have also similar problems to our own in nursing affairs. 

Subjects for discussion at the conference will include such 
topical matters as, the shortage of nurses, how to meet the 
demand, and methods of clinical instruction, while visits to all 
manner of institutions, centres and homes have been planned to 

cater for the interests of all groups of nurses, not to mention the 


() eterings for ¢ as it may be to attend international 





Above : Miss Gerda Hojer, President of the International Council of Nurses 
and Member of the Swedish Parliament 


delights of seeing the Old City of Stockholm, Swedish castles and 
palaces, and visits to the country towns of Sweden which have 
been arranged. 

One of the most refreshing experiences of any conference is the 
pleasure of meeting others of similar interests from many different 
countries and the personal contacts that are made. When the 
next congress is announced one hopes to see again people from 
all over the world who could otherwise never find an opportunity 
to meet. Each will wonder whether the friends they made at a 
previous congress will be able to attend again; the matron from 
the Phillipines, the Director of Nursing Education from North 
Carolina, the Chief Nurse from Northern France and the matron 
f om Czechoslovakia who met at a Friendship Dinner in Atlantic 
City may be able to renew their contact in Sweden 

Perhaps the older members 
of the feel that 
theirs is the greatest enjoyment, 
having been to many con- 
gresses and knowing so many 
nurses from all parts of the 
world, renewing contacts made 
at the first congress in 1901 
in Buffalo perhaps. But the 
younger members will contend 
that first international 
conference is the most vivid 
and pleasurable, both in antici- 
pation and in reality. This 
year for the second time student 


profession 


their 


nurses are being invited to 
attend. What will be their 
reactions to this great con- 
ference ? Tomorrow, it will 
be for them to plan and 
arrange international con- 
ferences, and the influence 
of this experience will be 


felt when it is their responsi- 
bility to gather together the 
nurses of the world, 

Over 4,000 nurses are ex- 
pected in Sweden and about 
twenty-five countries will be 
represented. The spirit of 
nursing is essentially inter 
national and for half a century 
nurses have worked towards 
this ideal. The hospitality that 
Sweden is offering to the nurses of the world will strengthen 
the ties that common work for the health of mankind has created, 


REPRINTS AVAILABLE | 

The series of articles on PSYCHOSOMATIC MEDICINE, by 
Desmond O'Neill, M.D., M.R.C.P., D.P.M., published in the Nursing 
Times, January 22 to March 12, are now available in booklet form, 
price Is. 6d., obtainable from : The Manager, the “ Nursing Times,” 
Messrs. Macmillan and Co., Ltd., St. Martin's Street, London, W.C.2. 
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Sisters of the Queen Alexandra’s Royal Army Nursing Corps look at the new 
memorial, unveiled last Saturday, to army sisters who lost their lives during the 
last war (see below) 








Her Majesty Queen Mary’s Birthday 


THE following telegram was despatched to Her Majesty Queen Mary, 
Commandant-in-Chief, Queen Alexandra’s Royal Army Nursing 
Corps, on the occasion of her birthday :— 

Matron-in-Chief, War Office. 

The Matron-in-Chief and all Officers of Queen Alexandra's Royal Army 
Nursing Corps, Queen Alexandra's Imperial Military Nursing Service and 
Queen Alexandra’s Imperial Military Nursing Service Reserve, beg to offer 
to your Majesty, their Commandant-in-Chief, respectful and heartfelt 

congratulations on the occasion of your birthday. 


Matron-in-Chief. 
The following gracious reply was received :— 
Buckingham Palace. 
Deeply grateful for your birthday congratulations. 
Mary R. 


Commandant-in-Chief. 
Queen Alexandra’s Royal Army Nursing Service. 


. 
? 
A Recollection 
To the younger nurses of to-day, it must seem that international 
organizations are of everyday occurrence, but the situation was very 
different in 1899 when an international organization of nurses was 
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proposed by Mrs. Bedford Fenwick. One of the distinguished Britis, 
nurses who has played a prominent part in the now familiar Inter. 
national Council of Nurses, being the honorary treasurer for 22 ye 
Dame Ellen Musson, D.B.E., R.R.C., remembers very clearly the 
beginning of this organization, which is celebrating its fiftieth anniver. 
sary at the confefence in Stockholm this month. As sister of Luke 
ward, St. Bartholomew's Hospital, Dame Ellen remembers vividly 
Miss Isla Stewart, the then matron, returning from the conference 
of the International Council of Women held in London, mog 
enthusiastic as to what might be done through an international 
organization of nurses, and nursing associations must be formed ag 
the first step. The league of St. Bartholomew nurses was founded ag 
the result. Since that day the present International Council of Nurses 
has developed, with the formation of national councils in many 
countries. An outline of the growth of the idea is published on page 442 
and the recognition of the part this international organization of 
nurses can play in the future is recognised by the World Health 
Organization, with which the International Council of Nurses is now 
in official relationship. 


Sisters?’ Memorial Service at Millbank 


THERE is now a third plaque commemorating army sisters instue the 
entrance to the chapel at Queen Alexandra’s Military Hospital, 
Millbank. It is a memorial to matrons and sisters of the Queen 
Alexandra’s Imperial Military Nursing Service, the Queen Alexandra's 
Imperial Military Nursing Service Reserve and the Territorial Army 
Nursing Service, who lost their lives during the last war. The marble 
plaque is simple and dignified bearing only the badge of each nursing 
service against the names of the nurses it honours, just like the two 
other plaques. Her Majesty Queen Mary, Commandant-in-Chief, 
Queen Alexandra’s Royal Army Nursing Corps, was represented by 
Dame Louisa Wilkinson, D.B.E., R.R.C., Controller Commandant of 
Queen Alexandra’s Royal Army Nursing Corps. Field-Marshal 
Sir William Slim, G.B.E., K.C.R, D.S.O., M.C., Chief of the Imperial 
General Staff, drew back the Union Jack veiling the memorial before 
its dedication by the Reverend Canon F. Ll. Hughes, C.B.E., MC, 
T.D., M.A., Chaplain to the King. The last post sounded after wreaths 
of scarlet poppies had been laid beneath the plaque by the Chief of 
the Imperial General Staff, Senior Controller A. Thomson, C.B.E, 
R.R.C., K.H.N.S., Matron-in-Chief of Queen Alexandra’s Royal Army 
Nursing Corps, Lieutenant-General N. Cantlie, C.B., M.C., MB, 
F.R.C.S., Director General of the Army Medical Services, and Dame 
Katharine Jones, D.B.E., R.R.C. and Bar who represented former 
members of the three nursing services. The whole ceremony was 
simple and moving and many relatives and friends gathered together, 
glad to be able to pay this tribute to the gallant sisters who had lost 
their lives in the war. 


Study Tour in Holland 


EIGHTEEN public health nurses have recently returned from Holland, 
where they spent ten days on a study tour arranged by the Education 
Department of the Royal College of Nursing. The emphasis of the 
visits was laid on the care of children and of the adolescent, and it was 
fascinating to have an insight into some of the social services of Holland, 
which are of such a very high standard. A description of one of the 
visits appears in this week’s Nursing Times, on page 445. The kind 
ness with which the English nurses were welcomed everywhere was 
overwhelming, and we shall long remember the spirit of service 
Holland which, in such a short space of time since the war, has made its 
hospitals in working order again and reorganized so many of its social 
services, which had been disrupted. It is now difficult for us to 
member that in the “ hunger winter” of the war from 1944—4, 
many people in Holland were living on a diet of 600 calories a day 
We cannot but feel that Holland has much to teach us and we att 
grateful to the Education Department for initiating the study tow 
there. 


College Meetings in Cardiff 


TuIs year the Annual General Meeting of the Royal College @ 
Nursing, the Branches Standing Committee, and the Annual Genef 
Meetings of the various sections of the College will be held in Cardill 
from June 29 to July 2, making four complete days full of interest ® 
all members of the College. Divine Service will be held in St. Johms 
Church, and the address will be given by the President of the Cardiff 
Branch, The Right Reverend the Lord Bishop of Llandaff (Acting 
Archbishop of Wales). It is fitting that in the year when nursing 
history is being made that many nurses are to be able to meet ang 
discuss their business in the historical city of Cardiff. The Card 
Branch, whose hafd work has made this possible, have arranged fo 
conferences, meetings and functions to take place in some of : 
important buildings of the city. The Lady Mayoress has gracious 
invited members to tea, which gives a personal touch to; the W 
gathering. Many visits to the lovely country round Cardiff have De 


arranged, and those who plan to visit Tintern Abbey must remem 
to listen for the nightingales, for which this place is famous. 
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Matron, General Infirmary at Leeds 

Miss K. A. Raven, S.R.N., S.C.M., has been appointed Matron of 
the General Infirmary at Leeds where she has been Deputy Matron 
e February of this year. A trainee of St. Bartholomew's Hospital, 
of London Maternity Hospital, Miss Raven held the 
positions of night and ward sister at 5t. Bartholomew's Hospital 
from 1938 to 1942. She then became sister-in-charge of the plastic 
surgery ward at Hill End Emergency Hospital, St. Albans, which 
belonged to St. Bartholomew's Hospital during the war. She was 
sssistant Matron of St. Bartholomew's Hospital for two years. As 
e} as being Matron of the General Infirmary, Miss Raven will be 
responsible for the Infirmary’s two branch hospitals, the Ida and 
Robert Arthington Hospital and Roundhay Hall Hospital. Miss 
Raven is to be congratulated on her appointment and all will wish her 
and happiness in her great task. 


sinc 
and the City 


well 


success 


Nursing Delegate for World Health 


Congress j 
Jame Katherine Watt, D.B.E., R.R.C., Chief Nursing Adviser to 
or try of Health, will be the first nursing delegate to represent 

oe oon Government at the World Health Congress in Rome 

a qo to Italy, Dame Katherine will represent the Ministry at 

Betore 4 of the International Hospital Federation this week at 

oe oo she will then attend the International Conference of 

— “ Stockholm, and will visit Swedish hospitals and health 

— ~ aes will be proud to have a British nursing delegate 

crecussing the problems of world health in Italy. 


Scholarship for International Course 


To encourage trained nurses to remain in some form of ward work, 
) the value of £350 is offered by King Edward’s Hospital 
Fund for London for a course arranged by the Florence Nightingale 

srnational Foundation. The course 1s available to trained nurses 
poy staff of hospitals in the Fund's area or who are offered posts 
in such hospitals on their return. The course is to be in some form of 
hospital nursing and is to prepare for work as ward or departmental 
sister, preferably in some specified branch such as the care of the 
chronic sick, nursing in a chest surgery unit, or plastic surgery unit, 
or other approved speciality. It may be taken in any country where 
suitable experience is available. Candidates will be expected to give 
of good general education and of several years professional] 
subsequent to State registration in general nursing. 
Preference would be given to those nominated by their hospitals with 
a view to their return to a responsible post in the kind of work chosen 
for the course. Application forms may be obtained from the Director, 
Division of Nursing, King Edward’s Hospital Fund for London, 
21. Cavendish Square, W.1, and should be sent in not later than June 
24, 1949. Nurses will welcome this,opportunity for international study, 


LEAVING FOR THE CONGRESS: THE EXECUTIVE 
OFFICERS OF THE INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL 


OF NURSES 


a scholarship t 


evidence 
experience 


Below: Miss A. C. Sher, Assistant 
Executive" Secretary to the_International 
Council of Nurses 
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——— WHAT DO YOU DO WITH YOUR LEISURE? 


The Nursing Times offers a first prize of three guineas and a second 
prize of two guineas for the best description of a favourite 
pastime. One guinea will be paid for any other account 
published. Entries should not be more than 2,000 words and 
original illustrations should be included if possible. Competitors 
should post their entries to reach this offiice by June 30, 1949. 
Envelopes should be addressed to The Nursing Times, Messrs. 
Macmillan and Company, Limited, St. Martin's Street, W.C.2. 
and marked: Use of Leisure Competition. 





New Matron for St. Mary’s Hospital 
Paddington 


Miss K. G. Douglas, S.R.N., S.C.M., will succeed Miss M. E. G. Milne, 
O.B.E., as Matron of St. Mary’s Hospital, Paddington Miss Douglas 
trained at the Nightingale Training School, St. Thomas’s Hospital and 
did her midwifery training at the General Lying in-Hospital, York 
Road, London. She has been sister of the gynaecological word at 
St. Thomas’s Hospital and she was also sister of a male surgical ward 
at Botley’s Park War Hospital to which part of St. Thomas's was 
evacuated during the last war. Miss Douglas has been Assistant 
Matron of St. Thomas’ Hospital since 1946, and the date when she 
will take up her new duties is not yet known. St. Mary's will welcome 
another St. Thomas’s nurse as their new Matron and all will wish to 
congratulate Miss Douglas on her new appointmnet 


A Leisure-Time Competition 


WE frequently hear, from those who are best able to judge, how 
important it is that leisure time should be used well, Especially is 
this true for those whose work makes great demands upon them, 
both physically and mentally. Now that the holiday season is near, 
we all look forward to some precious time which we can employ in 
doing just what we most prefer. There is a very wide choice of pastimes 
in these days, varying from gardening to photography, and from 
yachting to the collecting of rare coins In this connection, one of 
the strangest collections of recent years was that of hundreds of orange 
paper wrappers. There was one each from the house of practic ally 
every packer in the world who ships oranges. Obviously, then, the 
selection of a pastime is almost without limit; the cost may be little 
or much, but it is not often that the most expensive way of spending 
leisure brings the most satisfaction. We may, of course, share the view 
of the poet, W. H. Davies, that life is a poor thing if “‘ we have no 
time to stand and stare,’ and the poet was right, as poets often are, 
for leaning over a five-barred gate, enjoying the sights and sounds, 
and the long silences of the countryside, is a way of spending leisure 
that is to be warmly encouraged, especially in those who lead a strenuous 
life. On page 453 of this issue, in an article entitled 1] Bought a Caravan, 
one writer tells how she spent a great deal of her leisure time for eight 
years. The Nursing Times now has pleasure in announcing a holiday 
competition on the same lines as that of last year This time we 
are asking entrants to write about 2,000 words on The Use of Leisure, 
and we should like them to tell us how their own leisure time is used 
Left: Miss D. C. Bridges, R.R.C., S.R.N., 
S.C.M., Executive Secretary of the Inter- 
national Council of Nurses, en route for the 
International Conference of Nurses in Sweden 








Below: Miss C. McCorquodale, Temporary 
Associate Executive Secretary to the Inter- 
national Council of Nurses 

















INTERNATIONAL 


50 Years—A Retrospect 


THE 


HE conference of the International Council of Nurses, 
which is to be held in June this year, marks the fiftieth 


anniversary of the conception of the International 
Council of Nurses. Normally an international congress is 


organized by the Council every five years, but it was decided 
to hold an interim conference between the 1947 and the 1951 
congresses to celebrate the first 50 years of the first international 
organization of professional women, the International Council 
of Nurses. 

Birth of the Council 


It was at the Annual Conference of the Matron’s Council 
of Great Britain and Ireland, on July 1, 1899, that Mrs. Bedford 
Fenwick proposed that steps be taken to organize an Inter- 
national Council of Nurses. But it is really necessary to go back 
further still for the origin of the International Council of Nurses, 
because it was based on the International Council of Women, 
and Mrs. Bedford Fenwick made it clear in her speech that 
she envisaged for nurses a body like the International Council 
of Women’. 

The International Council of Women had been founded at 
Washington in 1888, mainly at the inspiration of two American 
women, Susan B, Anthony and May Wright Sewall; it held its first 
quinquennial meeting at Chicago in 1893, at the invitation of 
the Women’s Branch of the World’s Congress, and a Nursing 
Section was convened. Nurses of various nationalities were 
present, but they attended as individuals, not representatives 
of organizations. The Marchioness of Aberdeen and Temair, of 
Great Britain, was elected President of the International Council 
of Women and remained President until 1899 ; she was President 
again from 1904 to 1920 and from 1922 to 1936". 

In 1888, Lady Aberdeen had organized a Women’s Conference 
on Women’s Work at Aberdeen. This Conference became an 
annual event, and in 1895, the body which had been organizing 


ha = 


7 y 


Pictures of Paris, Stockholm, Helsinki, Berlin and Cologne, by courtesy of Thomas Cook & Son Lid. 
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COUNCIL OF NURSES 


By LAURENCE DOPSON 





the conferences re-formed itself into the National Union of 
Women Workers of Great Britain and Ireland, which, in 1918 
became the National Council of Women. This body affiliated to 
the International Council of Women in 1897, and it was throngh 
the National Union that Mrs. Bedford Fenwick came to the 
positior where she proposed the formation of an International 
Council of Nurses. 

The early Congresses of ‘‘ Women Workers ”’ included a 
number of representatives of nursing organizations, mostly 
district nursing .associations, and discussed nursing matters, for 
details of which the reader is referred to the official reports of 
these conferences. In 1895, Mrs. Bedford Fenwick attended the 
Conference in Glasgow as representative of the Royal British 
Nurses’ Association; the following year she is listed as a re 
presentative of the Matrons’ Conference‘. This was a body 
founded in 1894, one of its main objects being the State 
registration of nurses. It is not to be confused with the Associa 
tion of Hospital Matrons®, In 1896, the Conference of Women 
Workers, in addition to considering such succinct problems a 
*‘What Girls at Home and in Society can do for others,”’ ‘Courtship 
and Marriage ’’ and “‘ Girls and their Money,” heard a paper by 
Miss (later Dame) Rosalind Paget on the “‘ Registration of Mid 
wives*.”” A discussion followed, but it does not appear that 
Mrs. Bedford Fenwick took any part in it. 


Improving Organization 

At the next Conference, held at Croydon in October, 189 
however, which Mrs. Bedford Fenwick attended as the representa 
tive of the Registered Nurses’ Society, she spoke on “Th 
Better Organization of the Nursing Profession’.”” In this pape 
she made no reference to international organization, and it 
would appear that the idea of an International Council of Nurse 
arose following Mrs. Bedford Fenwick’s connection with th 
next International Congress of Women; she had previously bee 
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Chairman of the British Nursing Section of the Chicago Ex- 
hibition*. In addition to being Treasurer, Mrs. Bedford Fenwick 
was Convenor of the Professional Section. The International 
Council of Women and International Congress of Women was 
held in London in July, 1899*. The author of the “ Ladies’ 
Page” in the Illustrated London News (who herself read a paper 
to the Professional Section on ‘‘ The Effect on Domestic Life of 
the Entry of Women into Professions *’) reported: The Nursing 
Section proved most attractive for the morning, Mrs. Bedford 
Fenwick having secured leading matrons and nurses from all 
over the world’’.”’ 

One may say that the Nurses’ Section of the International 
Congress of Women in London 50 years ago was the first Inter- 
national Congress of Nurses, for it was this which showed what 
could be accomplished. It is interesting, however, to contrast 
that although the women doctors held a sectional meeting, no 
International Council of Women evolved as a result; consideration 
of why this was so would involve an interesting discussion. 

National Councils ? 

Mrs. Bedford Fenwick made her suggestion for an Inter- 

national Council of Nurses on July 1, proposing that a body, 


composed of- representatives of the nursing councils of every 
country be set up, to help to build up nurses’ councils in those 





countries which did not possess any nursing organization at all, 
and to afford to those countries the information acquired in 
England and America, so helping in avoiding the difficulties 
which they had experienced in the progress and development of 
the work. The resolution was seconded by Miss Isla Stewart, 
matron of St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, London, President of 
the Matrons’ Council, and it was carried unanimously. 


Meeting at St. Bartholomew’s 


On July 2, with the foreign nurses attending the conference, 
a provisional committee was formed which met at the matrons’ 
house, St. Bartholomew’s Hospital". It was at St. Bartholomew’s 
Hospital the same year that the first hospital league was founded 
by the matron, Miss Stewart!*. Miss Stewart was always active 
in the matter af nurse organization, and it was she who played 












a leading part in the Matrons’ Council'*. It must be acceded 
that the nurses worked on the idea of their council with com- 
mendable speed, and at a further meeting, at the Matrons’ 
House, St. Bartholomew's Hospital, in 1900, a constitution, 
largely the same as that of the International Council of Women, 
was adopted and honorary officers were elected. 


The First Congress 


In Septernber, 1901, the first International Congress of Nnrses 
was held in Buffalo, during the Pan-American Exposition, aud 
the meetings of the International Council of Nurses were held 
at the same time. This Exposition, in the words of William 
McKinley, twenty-fourth President of the United States, ex- 
hibited ‘‘ evidences of the highest skill and illustrates the progress 
of the human family in the Western Hemisphere™.”” Some 
2,000 nurses and their friends crowded the Temple of Music in 
the Exposition grounds on Trained Nurses’ Day, Saturday, 
September 21. 

The first quinquennial meeting of the International Council 
of Nurses took place at Berlin in 1904, concurrently with the 
International Council of Women, and the socjal arrangements 
included a reception by the wife of Baron von Bilow, the German 
Chancellor. Up till now the International Council of Nurses had 
been organized on an individual basis, at Berlin it began to 
assume its present form of a federal basis; with affiliated bodies. 
The National Council of Nurses of Great Britain was perfected 
in form in 1908", 

An interim meeting of the 


International Council of Nurses 


was held in Paris in 1907, and in 1909, came the second quin- 
July. 


quennial meeting and Congress in London, in King 
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Edward VII did not, as stated by the chairman, personally write 
from Biarritz, where he was staying, ordering that facilities 
should be made available for the nurses to visit Windsor Castle", 
but his secretary did so. 

It is pleasant to record that the special interest shown by 
King Edward VII has also been shown by his successors, and 
delegates to the International Congress of Nurses in London, in 
1937, were received at a garden party at Buckingham Palace by 
their present Majesties. 

Until 1909, the International Council of Nurses had had only 
three affiJiated national organisations—those of Great Britain 
and [reland, of Germany and of the United States—but in this 
year the Presidents and.Delegates of the national associations of 
Holland, Finland, Denmark and Canada were welcomed, and 
reports were received from many unaffiliated countries!’, 

Pageantry and Tradition 

In 1912, the International Congress of Nurses was held in 
Cologne—German nurses, under the leadership of Sister Agnes 
Karll, President of their Nurses’ Association, played an important 


part in the foundation of international nursing contacts. The 
meeting included a _ pilgrimage to Kaiserswerth, Florence 


Nightingale’s grim looking training school, and a pageant of 
“living pictures,’”’ tableaux in which the characters of a famous 
picture or sculpture were represented by living people. Especially 
difficult must have been the pose of St. Elizabeth, who stood 
upon a pedestal bearing the model of a church in her left hand. 
One resolution passed at the Congress reaffirmed belief in the 
principle of the matron being in full charge of the teaching and 
discipline of the nursing staff, and another called for considera- 
tion of the problem of the overstraiin of nurses. An international 
educational memorial to Florence Nightingale was also set afoot". 

The Cologne Congress accepted the invitation of the American 
Nurses’ Association to meet at San Francisco in 1915. For 
reasons originating in the country of the 1912 Congress, that 
meeting was never held: indeed, at the time of the Cologne 
meeting the writing was already on the wall, for the year before 
there was the Agadir incident and in 1912 the failure of the 
Haldane Mission. 

A truncated board meeting of the International Council of 
Nurses was all that could be held in 1915, amid the celebrations 
of the opening of the Panama Canal. In 1920, some nurses from 
Overseas attended the biennial convention of the American 
Nurses’ Association at Atlanta, Georgia, but there was in- 
sufficient to form a quorum for the International Council®’. 
The next International Council of Nurses was, however, held 
in that city a year later. The German nurses declined to attend 
the 1921 meeting, but were present next year. 

Constitutional changes were agreed at the next meeting of 
the International Council of Nurses in Helsingfors (now Helsinki) 
in 1925. A congress at Montreal in 1929 was attended by 6,200 
nurses. A congress was held partly in Paris and partly in Brussels 
in 1933 at which Dame Alicia Lloyd Still was elected President 
of the International Council of Nurses and this is particularly 
interesting because when, a decade before, Dame Alicia had 
attended to explain the work of the College of Nursing, as it was 
then, this boly had come in for much criticism and had not 
bee. accepted. 

For the Coronation year, 1937, the International Council 
met in London, and the Sister Tutor Section of the Royal College 
of Nursing, under the chairmanship of Miss Katharine F. 
Armstrong, who later became Editor of the Nursing Times and 
is now President of the National Council of Nurses of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland, staged a pageant on the history 
of nursing. The congress included a reception on Saturday, 
July 24, in the Guildhall, by the Lord Mayor of London, Sir 
George Broadbridge, K.C.V.O. (later Lord Broadbridge), A 
special brochure was issued for the occasion and guests were 
received in the Library by the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress 
and the Sheriffs and their ladies. Afterwards the nurses inspected 
the treasures of the building. The first Nightingale Oration 
was delivered at the coronation congress. 

The London Congress of 1937, like the Cologne Congress of 
1912, decided to meet next in the United States. Unfortunately, 
history was to repeat itself and the meeting planned for America 
in 1941 could not be held because, as with the Congress planned 
for America in 1915, a world war interferred with plans. 

The first post-war meeting of the International Council of 
Nurses and International Congress was the delayed American 
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meeting, which was held at Atlantic City in 1947, It wag, 
striking success, and as it is so recent, it seems unnecessary fy 
consider it in detail, but one may remark that perhaps neye 
was a Congress watchword more appropriate to the time at whic 
it was given than that of ‘‘ Faith,”” which was the one given q 
the first Congress in the post-war era. 

The following countries will be sending delegates to the 
Stockholm Congress this year, as full affiliated members of the 
International Council of Nurses: Australia, Belgium, B 
Canada, Denmark, Finland, France, Great Britain, Iceland, 
India, Irish Republic, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, 
Sweden, Switzerland, Union of South Africa, and United State 
of America. The following national associate countries will be 
represented :—-Bolivia, Ceylon, Chile, Columbia, Haiti, Israel, 
Italy, Luxembourg, Mexico, Portugal, South Korea, Souther 
Rhodesia, Spain, Turkey, and Venezuela. Nurse representatives 
are expected to attend the Conference from the Lebanon, Liberiy 
and Pakistan. Invitations have been sent to nurses behind th 
‘iron curtain,” but none have replied. Some of these countries 
like Rumania, had been prominent members of the Internatonal 
Council of Nurses for many years back; others, like Esthonia, 
have just disappeared, On the other hand, Austria and Germany, 
whose nursing organizations were dissolved by the Nazis, ar 
now applying at Stockholm for readmission; Frau Oberlin 
Blunck, of Germany, is one of those who remember the old days 
when German nurses participated in discussions of the Inter. 
national Council of Nurses. Japan, however, whose Miss Take 
Hagiwara read a paper on ‘‘ Organization and State-Registration” 
at the 1912 Congress, will not be represented; neither, apparently, 
will unhappy China, who, in former years, supplied a President, 


Achievements 
After 50 years it is not inappropriate to ask: “ What have 
the International Council of Nurses and the Congresses 








achieved ?”’ There is, of course, the value of contact between 
members of the same profession who work in different countries; 
perhaps it is because the value of such contact is felt that these 
meetings have been going on for half a century. On the social 
medicine side, it has been stated that the speech of the Hon 
Albinia Broderick (Great Britain) at the 1909 Congress on 
“Morality in Relation to Health,’”’ in which she advocated 
health and sex education, was the first time ‘‘ on which a public 
appeal had been made in this country for instruction on the 
dangers of venereal disease.”” At the London meeting again 
in 1937, the International Congress of Nurses received a report 
whicn was published, of its committee on health statistics. 


Standard of Training 

But it is, of course, in the field of nursing organization and 
training that one looks for the main achievements of nursing 
bodies, and here is an example of the way in which nurses from 
all parts of the world have come together and discussed matters, 
and returned to their own countries with certain ideas. From 
the beginning, papers on State-registration were read to 
Congresses. Nowadays, practically every country has some 
system of State-registration of nurses, to ensure a satisfactory 
standard of training. In some it takes the form of a centr 
body setting examinations, a single portal entry, as in this country 
In others, schools are inspected and, if approved, their owl 
examinations are recognized, as is the case in Sweden, in the 
medical profession in this country. 

The International Council of Nurses set up a Committee 0 
Education, which issued its report in 1930. An enlarged report 
was presented to the Paris-Brussels meeting in 1933 (Educationa 
Programme of the School of Nursing, Geneva, 1934). This was 
reprinted in 1938, and a further revised edition, called Bask 
Programme of the Professional Nurse, has been prepared. &t 
present countries which apply for membership have to submit 
their nurse training regulations and the membership committee 
decides each case on its merits, to see if the standard is sufficient 
for nurses trained under it to be accepted by the world organiza 
tion. The association in the country applying for admissie 
also has to show that it is self-governing, non-political an 
non-sectarian, 





The International Council of Nurses has a number of standia 
and special committees on all important nursing subjects, am 
acts as a central repository and exchange for informati 
(Continued on page 456) 
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Above : three of Effatha’s children 


Right : in the classroom of some of the younger 
children at Effatha 


FFATHA, one of the five Dutch schools for the deaf and 
EF dumb, lies on the banks of the old Roman canal which 
still traces its path through Voorburg on the outskirts 
of the Hague. Here, in a very beautiful old house, deaf children 
go to school and learn to speak. Most of the children live in 
various houses in the school grounds, and the fact th .t the school 
is a residential one makes it an extremely happy place, for the 
children can compete with each other, all day long, on equal 
terms. It is only when deaf children are at home with the normal 
members of their families, or when they leave school to face the 
hard world outside, that their handicap is really apparent to them. 
Children come to Effatha as young as three or four years of 
age. By twelve or thirteen, when they have still several years 
at school, many of them are speaking well and lip-read with ease. 
Perhaps the most striking feature of a good deaf and dumb 
school is the child’s eag rness to learn. For the deaf child 
it is impossible to gaze out of the window and to be able to 
lip-read the teacher’s question at the same time. The look of 
intentness on the faces of deaf children, who have to make a 
double effort to learn their lessons, is a challenge to the teacher 
which is well taken up at Effatha. 
The teaching of deaf children must, perforce, be very indi- 
vidual. The small child is taught to make sounds facing a 
mirror. The child places his right hand under the teacher's 


Below and extreme right: the individual 
teaching of sounds 


Right: a geography lesson with the older pupils 
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EFFATHA-—a school for deaf children 


in Holland 


By P. JEAN CUNNINGHAM, B.A., S.R.N., 
S.C.M., Health Visitor’s Certificate 





As the teacher says a 
word, the child repeats it, feeling and looking to see if he is doing 


chin, and his left hand under his own. 


itin the right way. Very patiently the teacher repeats the sound, 
or the word, until the child is able to do it correctly. 

By six or seven years old, children at Effatha have already 
learnt to read a number of words and each others’ names. When 
it is time to fetch another child forindividual coaching, the teacher 
gives the child who is with her the name of the child she wants, 
written on a card, and she repeats the name several times, She 
is scarcely ever confronted with the wrong child. In class teach 
ing, children of this age fit pictures beneath easy sentences which 
describe the action in the picture given to them. Often the 
teacher writes up sentences on the blackboard describing a 
certain action which the child performs and then returns and 
repeats the written words. 

In all the classrooms of the younger children are found the 
photographs of the children’s parents [his is customary in 
Holland in the bottom classes of every school. Another Dutch 
custom is that in every form-room there is usually a wash 
hand basin so that inky fingers and the like can be washed at 
once, before they have left a smudgy trail behind them 

The children at Effatha come from all sorts of homes, but they 
must be of normal intelligence, for mental defectives cannot be 
taught here. The mothers of twelve of the children at Effatha 


TEACHING TECHNIQUES 



























































Top left: deaf children play in the 
grounds of their school overlooking the 
canal 


Above: class teaching ‘where pictures 
and the children’s actions illustrate 
written sentences 


Right: the fine staircase inside the 
school which is a historic house of great 
architectual beauty 


And looking up to heaven, 
he sighed, and saith unto him, 
 Ephphatha,’’ that is, Be opened. 


And straightway his ears 
were opened, and the string of 
his tongue was loosed, and he 
spake plain, 


Merk vii, 34 and 35 
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are known to have had rubella during the first three months 
their pregnancy. One child who was brought to Effatha as aq 
mute was found to have normal hearing but she was unable 
to speak because she could not concentrate on listening to soundy 
The child will be educated in a school for backward chil 

as she will need a different education to that of a deaf child. 

There are five schools for the deaf and dumb in Holland whick 
educates 1,000 deaf children. One of the schools is a Romag 
Catholic one, and the others are Protestant. Holland has algg 
three schools for children who are able to use a hearing aig 
Here, of course, the pace of learning is much quicker than wheg 
the children are totally deaf. 

Children at Effatha are educated so that they are able to 
work when they leave school. One girl, who was totally deaf 
was able to join a high school for normal children on leavyj 
Effatha. This is, however, unusual for a deaf child who, eveq 
after he has learnt to speak, cannot usually be educated with 
normal children. 

The outstanding things that one remembers about Effathg 
are the happy faces of the children, the beautiful surroundings 
and the sympathy, understanding and patience of the teachem 
who are not striving to win the prizes of the scholastic world fo 
their pupils, but simply to give every child a voice in society and 
a means of understanding the noisy world which to him is silent, 
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OR = long time it has been supposed that the 
frontal lobes of the brain are closely connected 
with, certain forms of mental disturbance. The 

first mar. who seriously studied this theory was the 
Portuguese, Egaz Moniz. In 1936, he published his 
experiments in treating certain psychoses by a blockade 
of the connections of the frontal lobes. In spite 
of the fact that Moniz obviously succeeded in his ex- 
periments. and in spite of all proofs that showed that 
the front part of the brain is intimately connected with 
the emotional life and temperament of man, some 
ears passed before people took any notice of these 
discoveries. One of the reasons for the awakening 
interest was the progress of electric shock as a treat- 
ment within psychiatry, but before the disadvantages 
and limitations,of this method had become clear, there 
was hesitation im resorting to surgery. In 1944, Freeman 
and Watts, in Chicago, the true pioneers of the new 
operation—the so-called frontal lobotomy (known in 
England as pre-frontal leucotomy)—published a series 
of carefully studied cases. 

In Sweden, the brain surgeon, Olaf Sjoqvist has been 


THE 
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“FRONTAL 
LOB- 
OTOMY—” 


DOCTOR 


Above: Dr. Olof Sjoqvist, who has 
performed a great number of lobotomies 


— IN SWEDEN 


A Case History by Dr. 
OLOF DAGBERG Super- 
intendant, The Psychiatric 


Hospital, Stockholm with 
an Introduction 


by 
LENNART 
NILSSON 


Above : 

operative 

parations : 

very careful wash- 

ing and scrubbing, 
hands are 

dipped in alcohol 

and sterile gloves 

are put on 


Right: all in- 
struments and 
equipment, which 
are to be used, 
are sterilized 


performing lobotomy operations for more than seven years ; he cooperated 
with the psychiatric specialist, Professor Gosta Rylander. They have been 
able to verify that lobotomy is a valuable help for some chronic psychoses 
connected with affective tension. The statistics show several cases where 
asocial persons have, after the operation, become able to re-enter industrial 
and social life. Dr. Sjoqvist has continued to work after Freeman's and 
Watts’ method, and has shown that the lipiodol oil (iodised-oil), which is 
injected for the control of the position of the incisions by X-rays, can also 
be used for X-ray examination to show any bleeding as early as possible. 
This will further reduce the mortality which is already low, as the fatal 
issue of this operation is commonly due to post-operative haemorrhage. 


THE PATIENT 


Above : the site of operation is marked 


The following photographs show the operation of lobotomy performed 
by a Swedish surgeon at the Sodersjukhuset in Stockholm, one of the 
most modern hospitals in Europe. The case history given concerns a 
man of 27 years, who had shown psychopathic features since childhood, 
and whose mental disturbances had made social preventives necessary, 
but these had increased his misadaptation. As all treatments had 
failed and the patient’s health had so deteriorated, lobotomy was the 
only resource. 


Below : before the operation : doctor Sjoqvist with his Swedish and foreign 
colleagues, who are going to observe the operation and discuss the case od 





NURSING TIMES, JUNE 4, 1949 448 


THE: PATIENT IN THE THEATRE 


Below : the patient's head has been shaved and the place of the 
burr-hole is marked with a blue pencil Right: during the whole operation the pulse and blood-pressure 
Below (right): the incision of the skin is marked and the local are controlled and reported to the surgeon 
anaesthetic injected 
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Below: skin and muscles are incised and Below: the surzeon perfcrates the bone with Below: the outer membrane of the brain— 
separated with a retractor an «utomaiic trephine the dura—is opened 


sn 


i 


Below: The distance to the midline of the Below: the instrument is introduced and swung Below : the wound is irrigated with an isotonic 
head is measured and the leucotome adjusted upwards and downwards on both sides salt-solution. |The Doctor talks with the patient 


a 





blood is absorbed by a special 
suction apparatus 





Right: the wound 

is closed by sutures. 

The operation is 
over 


Below (right): the 
wound is dressed 
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HE patient was a man of 27 years; his grandmother was hysterical, his father 
T impetuous and his sister obstinate. 

Psychologically the patient had been singular from his earliest childhood. Since 
he was 7 or 8 years old, he had shown an inclination to run away from home. When 
he was somewhat older, he would set out for long travels during which he starved 
and was badly treated. He did not return of his own free will, but his father had to 
bring him home. He used to be cross, restless and seemed absent-minded. Since 
childhood he had shown childish changes of his mind, he would weep, shout and tear 
things to pieces, if something went wrong. When 13 years old, he was admitted to a 
reformatory (children’s asylum) for 11 months, the main reason for this action being 
that he was guilty of small thefts. At 16 he was taken in an asylum for the second time, 

After leaving school, the boy worked ina town. After a short time, he committed 
thefts, but was, after psychiatric certification, 
freed from penalty. Because of this, he 
was taken in at a mental hospital for two 
years and remained for another three 


(Continued on page 450) 
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years under the supervisic 
hospital. During those 
behaved well. 
In 1941, the patient w 
up for the Army. Here t 
tickets and was condemns 
months’ penal _ servituc 
another psychiatric test. Ab 
months after he had beer 
from prison, he « 
burglary, and was onc 
condemned to imprisonm 
later relapsed into crime 
had been freed again and 
condemned to _ custod 
appeared highly sensitive 
adversity and _ reacted 
ostentatiously so that 
necessary to give him special 
consideration. After he had left 
the hospital, in 1946, the patient 
returned to his parents’ home, 
There great conflicts arose, which 
had their origin in the cold feelings 
of his parents on account of his 
earlier life. He reacted with a 
severe period of depression, and 
for a couple of months he was, 
therefore, taken in at an asylum. After leaving the asylum, he obtained a position for a 
few months ; he did not, however, find himself in life ; he started misusing drugs, rambled 
around the country and committed thefts and was, therefore, taken care of at a criminal 
asylum. Now he was more affectative than ever and tried repeatedly to commit suicide, 
he had a great need of soporifics. On several occasions he was treated with insulin and 
improved, but became ill again when the treatment ceased. 

He ran away from the asylum and misused narcotics and hypnotics during this time. 
When at last he was found, he was carried back to the asylum, where he was even more 
difficult to handle than before. He was excited and irritable and now and then suffered 
desperate periods of depression. He had a strong desire for drugs and cut himself or 
attacked people if he did not get his medicine. He was extremely sensitive and all possible 
attention had to be shown him. Additional persons had to be at hand to treat him ; never- 
theless, large doses of sedatives had to be given in order to keep him quiet. 

When he was moved to the Psychiatric Hospital, on January 17, 1949, for the lobotomy 
operation, he was exasperated, demanding and unreasonable. His features were ex- 


Above (left) : the patient is taken down to the X-ray department 
Left : the films are developed immediately so that Dr. Sjoqvist can see the situation of the incision 


planes and if haemorrhage in the brain may have arisen. On the upper X-ray the site of incision 
is seen 


Below : Doctor Olof Dagberg, talks with the patient 
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rated with deep wrinkles in his forehead. He did not sleep in spite 
all the medicines. 

Frontal lobotomy was performed on January 20, at the Sodersjukhuset 
in Stockholm by Doctor Olof Sjoqvist. 

On January 22, 1949, he returned to the Psychiatric Hospital. After 
having overcome the operation shock, he was relaxed and clear, but 
showed marked deficiency in ideas and initiative. The patients remain 
in bed for two weeks and undergo careful tests. 

The immediate results of the operation have been favourable. The 
earlier affective tension is gone. He has suddenly become quite another 


For the Student Nurse 


FINAL EXAMINATION FOR MENTAL NURSES 
NURSING SENILE PATIENTS 


QUESTION 1.—How would you nurse a restless, senile patient ? 
special risk should you guard against ? 

Old age is accompanied by varying degrees of physical and mental 

deterioration in the individual, so that in many instances a senile 

person requires nursing care. 

The management of a restless, senile patient can be considered, 
therefore, with special reference to the physical and mental aspects 
of the condition. 

(1) The Physical Aspect.—The patient will show generalised signs 
of declining strength and failing faculties, his figure will be shrunken, 
movements unsteady, and added infirmities, such as deafness, may 
be present. 

The patient is usually up and about during the day and this regime 
is encouraged as chest and circulatory complications are minim’sed 
and all too soon he may be unable to leave his bed. Constant observa- 
tion must be maintained, however, and this is not a simple matter, 
for a restless, senile patient will wander from place to place, evade the 
vigilance of the nursing staff,.and if left on his own for any length of 
time, might come to some harm. Polished floors, steps and stairs 
are dangerous unless a nurse is supporting the patient, for bones are 
brittle in old age and fractures readily occur. 

The patient’s skin will probably be wrinkled and dry and every 
precaution should be taken to prevent irritation of the skin surface. 
Daily toilet must be performed with the utmost care, and though the 
patient should be encouraged to do as much as possible for himself, 
supervision and help must be extended to him at all times. 

Frequency of micturition is often present. Although the nurse 
should endeavour, unceasingly, to train the patient in socially accept- 
able habits, if, at any time, incontinence of urine occurs, the patient 
should receive immediate attention, and damp or soiled garments 
should be changed at once. 

Sleep rhythm is frequently reversed and there is often a greater 
degree of restlessness and confusion during the night. Hot milky 
drinks, warm blankets and a calm soothing manner on the part of the 
nurse may do much to counteract the patient’s agitation. It may 
be found necessary, however, to secure well-padded sides to the patient’s 
bed or, alternatively, to nurse the patient on a low bed or on well- 
protected mattresses on the floor, for a fall from any height would be 
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man, “a brother of his own.” He has got fresh possibilities before him 
and must become adapted go social life carefully and successively. As the 
man is still a prisoner, it is the authorities who have to judge about his 
future. The most important thing, however, is to ensure good social 
conditions, where he is able to obtain reasonably good living. 

In this case we have to take into consideration that the effect of the 
operation is the patient's lack of initiative and ability to plan for his future 
work. Considering the grave operation and the grave criminality of this 
man, there seems to be a possibility of obtaining a socially useful worker 
if not, perhaps, one of the most valuable ones. 


Answers to State Examination Questions 
By the Sister Tutor Section, Royal College of Nursing 


The choice of sedation is difficult for certain hypnotics may 
The physician may order a sedative 
by intramuscular 


serious. 
tend to increase the confusion 
such as paraldehyde drachms 2 by mouth, or 5 c.« 
injection. 

Finally, every effort should be made to improve the general health 
by a nourishing diet, an adequate supply of fresh air and sunshine 
and the administration of the important vitamins. Draughts, damp 
atmospheres and infectious contacts must be avoided, as senile patients 
fall rapidly under any current infection, and any additional physical 
upset will cause a most acute reaction 

(2) The Mental Aspect.—The mental state is one of dementia and 
there is deterioration of the higher mental powers, judgment, reasoning 
and grasp. The patient will deal inappropriately with situations that 
arise, and the nurse must anticipate this, or results may be disastrous, 
A senile patient will tend to reminisce about the past, but memory 
for recent events is disturbed and this generalised forgetfulness must 
be borne in mind; if the patient is, for instance, smoking, he may wander 
away absent-mindedly and leave the lighted cigarette on a chair or 
on his bed. Identities are mistaken, and the patient may attempt 
to follow some stranger whom he takes to be a relative, and be greatly 
agitated when he realises his mistake 

Emotional control is lacking and the 
irritable outbursts towards other persons in the environment 
usually of a paranoid nature are frequently present, and the nurse 
should be aware of the nature of these for they may distress the patient 
greatly and tend to influence his behaviour 

In addition to the above-mentioned symptoms, the patient, during 
his wanderings, may remove articles belonging to other people and 
will hoard all manner of rubbish in his cupboard or bed, and the nurse 
must deal appropriately with these tendencies 

Finally, it must be borne in mind that old people become set in their 
ways and dislike change of environment and new faces; they will 
respond well, however, to a sympathetic nurse of whom they have 
grown fond. A good nurse will endeavour to keep her patient in 
contact with the environment, to soothe and cheer him and do all in 
her power to delay the progressiveness of the dementia. She will 
encourage him to partake in a little simple occupational therapy, 
persuade him to assist in various small domestic tasks, interest him 
in the radio, and include him in any suitable activities She will 
listen to his account of boyhood days and, in fact, do all in her power 
to cheer the patient’s final epoch of life and make it as pleasant as 
possible. 


guard against 
Delusions 


nurse must 


RADIATION SAFEGUARDS—expert Committee to Advise Four Ministers 


Sir Henry Dale, former President of the Royal Society has been 
appointed chairman of the Radioactive Substances Advisory Com- 
mittee which, comprising scientific and medical experts, will advise 
on protective measures against radioactivity. 

The Committee have been appointed by four Ministers—Minister 
of Health, Secretary of State for Scotland, Minister of Supply, the 
Minister of Health and Local Government for Northern Ireland. 
They will advise the Ministers on measures to safeguard workpeople 
and the public generally against the danger of exposure to radiation 
from radioactive substances and certain irradiating apparatus. 

The appointments, made under Section 6 of the Radioactive Sub- 
stances Act, 1948, are for three years. The Committee cosists of :— 

Chairman: Sir Henry Dale, O.M., G.B.E., F.R.S., M.A., M.D., 
F.R.C.P. The Wellcome Trust, 28, Portman Square, W.1. 

Members : J. P. Baxter, Esq., O.B.E., B.Sc., Ph.D., A.M.I.Chem.E. 
Imperial Chemical Industries Ltd., Research Department. 

Ww. Binks, Esq., M.Sc., F.Inst.P., National Physical Laboratory, 
Teddington. 

Sir Ernest Rock Carling, M.B., F.R.C.P., F.R.C.S. 

D. G. Catcheside, Esq., M.A., Botany School, Cambridge. 

Lord Cherwell, PC., F.R.S., The Clarendon Laboratory, Oxford. 

Sir John Cockcroft, Ph.D., M.I.E.E., Atomic Energy Research 
Establishment, Harwell. 

_Professor N. Feather, F.R.S., F.R.S.E., Ph.D., 
Natural Philosophy, University of Edinburgh. 

L. H. Gray, Esq., Ph.D., M.R.C., Radiotherapeutic Research Unit, 
Hammersmith Hospital. W.12. 

Capt. Mark Hewitson, M.P., National Union of General and Municipal 
Workers. 

J. F. Loutit, Esq., D.M., M.R.C.P., Radiobiological Research Unit, 


Department of 


Harwell 


Atomic Energy Research Establishment, 
Royal Cancer Hospital 


Professor W. V. Mayneord, D.Sc., F.Inst.P., 
Fulham Road, S.W.3. 

Professor R. McWhirter, F.R.C.S.E., Radiology Department, Royal 
Infirmary, Edinburgh. 

FE. R. A. Mereweather, Esq., C.B.E., M.D., F.R.C.P., H.M 
Inspector of Factories, Ministry of Labour and National Service 

Ralston Paterson, Esq., M.D., F.R.C.S., F.F.R., Holt Radium 
Institute, Manchester. 

H. S. Souttar, Esq., C.B.E., F.R.C.S. 

Sir George Thomson, F.R.S., Imperial College of Science, S.W.7. 

Professor B. W. Windeyer, F.R.C.S., F.F.R., Meyerstein Institute 
of Radiotherapy, Middlesex Hospital, W.1. 


senior 


. 
Sea-Sickness 
that antihistamine drugs are likely to play an 
important part in the future in the prevention and cure of sea-sickness. 
In the Lancet of May 14, Major McEvedy gives an account of ex- 
periments with Antthisan in the treatment of sea-sickness on board 


It would 


seem 


remedy as 


a troopship and concludes that it is at least as good a 
ount of a 


Hyoscine. An Editorial in the same number gives an act 
large scale experiment by Doctors Gay and Carliner, of Baltimore, on 
an American troopship during a rough Atlantic voyage last November. 
The new drug they used is called Dramamine: it is a compound of 
Theophylline and Benadryl. It proved strikingly successful both in 
prophylaxis and treatment. In prophylaxis 134 men were treated ard 
only two became sea-sick; 123 were given lactose as a placero 35 
were sick. In treatment, of 300 cases treated, 96 per cent. obtained 
complete relief within an hour. 














Training of Health Visitors 


It is very refreshing to note that the leader 
in the Nursing Times, April 30, was devoted 


to The Training of the Health Visitor. This 
will surely stimulate health visitors to give 
expression to their opinion on this vital matter 


as it is generally accepted that some 
re-organization and extension of the present 
training is undoubtedly necessary. The fact 


that the memorandum prepared by Dr. I. G 
Davies and Dr. Fraser Brockington on a 
suggested scheme of training has reached the 
stage of being discussed by the Society of 
Medical Officers before obtaining the repre- 
sentative opinion of the practising members of 
the profession is just another example of an 
attempt by an outside body to impose their 
policy on a profession well able to manage its 
own affairs. 1 suggest that the workers in the 
field have the greatest contribution to make 
in this matter, and the basis of discussion on 
such a subject should be in accordance with 
the policy of the organizations representing 
them. 

A conference of superintendent health 
visitors would also provide the views of the 
profession from the administrative angle. 

My criticism of the type of training suggested 
in the memorandum is that it will not be an 
adequate preparation for a health visitor whose 
chief functions are to advise and teach, though 
it may produce a good social worker. 

A. G. SEX. 
Health Visitors’ Certificate 


Salary Increases for Nurses 

I feel a protest is necessary against the so- 
called salary increase for nurses. As a fully 
qualified male charge nurse I receive a salary 
increase of £73 per annum and from this the 
employing authority deducts {65 as extra 
board and lodging. Also on this £65 I have 
to pay 3s. 9d. income tax (tax on something I 
never receive). 

Prior to the increase I paid {1 5s. Od. per 





week for board and lodging, now I am expected 
to pay £2 10s. Od. Why did it cost £1 5s. Od. 
to keep me last week and /2 10s. 0d. this week? 
Are the powers that be taking advantage 
of our wage increase to run the Nurses’ Homes 
on a commercial profit-making basis at the 
expense of the already underpaid nursing 
profession ? 
STANLEY SALT, S.R.M.N., 
British Tuberculosis Association 
Certificate. 


Living-out Allowances 


It is regrettable that, in awarding the 
recent welcome increase of salaries, the 
Nurses and Midwives Whitley Council per- 
petuated an age-long error in the treatment 
of hospital nurses. A few years ago, hospital 
rules compelled nurses working in hospital to 
live in. Now, by making the charge for board, 
lodging and “‘ other services provided by the 
hospital,’’ only £120— £130, economic pressure 
will, unfortunately, achieve the same thing. 
Whatever the scale of salary this allowance 
should have related more clearly to the cost 


of obtaining ‘nurses’ home” conditions 
outside hospital. 
For surely those spending long hours 


watching, waiting on and treating sick people 
are more in need of a normal background and 
normal relations with other people than any 
other type of worker. This cannot be 
achieved in a nurses’ home, however luxurious. 
Would stockbrokers or civil servants, solicitors 
or journalists care to live the whole of their 
working lives with several hundreds of their 
own kind ? What would be the effect on their 
work and personalities ? 

Senior members of the nursing profession, 
having spent their lives thus, may not see the 
effect. But official reports and spontaneous 
opinions show that it is not the work but the 
life which is a deterrent to new recruits and to 
qualified nurses continuing their work in 
hospital. It can easily be deduced that the 


ABOUT OURSELVES 


Nurses’ Service at Rhyl 


Nurses from all over North Wales, recently 
attended a service in the English Methodist 
Church, Rhyl, to commemorate the birth 
of Florence Nightingale. The service was 
organised by the Rhyl and District Branch 
of the Royal College of Nursing, and was the 
second to be held in honour of this event. 

All branches of the nursing service were 
represented in the procession to the Church, 
which was led by Councillor R. W. Williams, 
J.P. The Rev. J. Louance Wood gave an 
address on the life and work of Florence 
Nightingale. After the service a wreath 
was placed on the Cenotaph in the Garden 
of Remembrance. 


A Male Nurse Tutor Section 

The Society of Registered Male Nurses 
congratulates its newly formed Nurse Tutor 
Section. The majority of Registered Male 
Tutors in the country have joined its ranks. 
Mr. J. H. Waterer, Section Secretary, 11, St. 
George’s Drive, London, S.W.1, says that 
success has been due to the realization by 
male tutors that this is the only organization 
equipped to protect and further the interests 
of male tutors. 


District Nurse Retires 
Mrs. M. West has been district nurse for 
Saltash for 25 years, and on her retirement 
the Mayoress of Saltash presented Mrs. West 
with a cheque and a handbag. 


International Night and the Student 
Nurse 


This year the Bournemouth Business and 
Professional Women’s Club included the 
student nurse in its International Night 
Celebrations. A candle was lit for every 
profession represented, and there was a light 
both for the International Council of Nurses 
and the Student Nurses’ Association. As 
candles were lit to commemorate each country 
where there is a Business and Professional 
Women’s Club, special greetings were sent 
to personal friends there. Major the Reverend 
T. H. E. Woods, who has spent twenty years 
in the Far East, spoke to the club about the 
influence of women in many spheres of life. 


News of Australian Nurses 


At a recent conference in Melbourne, 
attended by representatives of all Australian 
nursing organizations, plans were completed 
for the Australian College of Nursing, which 
will provide post-graduate education for ward 
sisters, sister tutors and administrators. 

Representatives of the Australian Nursing 
Federation, Trained Nurses’ Guild and 
Florence Nightingale National Memorial Com- 
mittee agreed to the formation of the College 
with equal representation of the three nursing 
bodies in each of the States, one representative 
of the Northern Territory and an independent 
chairman, 
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mass living customary for hospital nurses jg 
the cause of pettifogging rules, unnecessary 
discipline and interference. 

The Whitley Council has missed an oppor. 
tunity of giving a lead which might haye 
solved the shortage of nurses, prevented much 
frustration in the National Health Service ang 
so speeded the increase of health. 
“40-YEAR-OLD S.R.N.” 





Milton Sterilization 


With reference to your article in the Nursing 
Times of April 23, regarding Milton Sterilza. 
dion, in my experience the teat does not swel] 
or become more soft than when other methods 
of sterilization are used. 

By the teat remaining in the solution it is 
protected from contamination, if not taken 
out until hands are scrubbed imny diately 
prior to feeding. This we have found—where 
there are a number of babies—to be the best 
method of eliminating infection. 

E. M. Loaay. 


The Library of Nursing 
The Librarian was very pleased to receive 
the offer of The Register of Nurses, 1928, in 
response to her request published by the 

Nursing Times, May 14. She is anxious 

to complete the sets of British nursing period- 

icals in the Library of Nursing. If any of 
our readers have the following back numbers 
which they are prepared to give or sell to the 

Library of Nursing, will they write to the 

Librarian, Miss K. R. Matheson, Royal College 

of Nursing. 

Nursing Mirror. Vols. 1-4 ; Vol. 11 (eleven) ; 
Vols. 19-22 ; Vol. 25; Vol. 27; Vol. 29; 
Vol. 37; Vol. 45. 

British Journal of Nursing (previously called 

Nursing Record). 

Vol. xi ; Vol. Lxxi. 


IN MEMORIAM 


A memorial plaque is to be set up at Ham- 
mersmith Hospital in memory of the late 
Sir Thomas Carey Evans, Medical Superintend- 
ent of the hospital for sixteen years. Matron 
will be very glad to receive donations from 
past members of the staff and others if they 
would care to contribute towards this mem- 
orial. 


Princess Tsahai Memorial Hospital 


A reception at the Cora Hotel, Upper 
Woburn Place, W.C.1, will be held on June 16, 
from 3 to 5 p.m., to welcome Lord Winster, 
the Chairman of the Memorial Hospital Council 
on his return from Cyprus, and General 
Cottam, who has just concluded seven years’ 
magiuificent service as head of the British 
Military Mission to Ethiopa. His Excellency, 
Ato Abeba Retta, the Ethiopian Minister m 
London, has kindly consented to be present. 
Brigadier G. S. Parkinson, of the London 
School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, 
will preside, and Dame Irene Vanbrugh, 
Lord Amulree and Mr. Hermon Ould, eminent 
author and General Secretary of the P.E.N,, 
will speak. More than half the equipment 
for the Memorial Hospital (built in Addis 
Ababa by British subscription, as a tribute of 
friendship to a gallant ally) has now been 
shipped from this country, and other goods 
will shortly sail. But the full target has not 
yet been reached. Donations should be drawn 
in favour of the Princess Tsahai Memorial 
Hospital Fund, and addressed to the Honorary 
Treasurers, Lord Horder and Lord Amulret, 
c/o Messrs. Gould and Prideaux, 88, 
Bishopsgate, London, E.C.2. 


Correction 


Miss Y. Eldon is a student nurse at Leicester 
General Hospital not the Royal Infirmary 4 
published on page 430 of the Nursing Jimés, 
dated May 28, 1949. 
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IGHT yeais ago I beught a caravan. 

F I did not intend this to be just a 
pastime, but if spending leisure 

hours in the healthiest and happiest way 
imaginable could be called a pastime, then 
my caravan has been a most successful one. 

At that time I was spending most of my 
week-ends in London; the war was on, 
and my Chelsea flat, like most other places 
in London, was not a very comfortable place 
just then 
' So the war gave me a reason for doing some- 
thing I had wanted to do for a very long time, 
and that was to find a place in the country, 
however small, that really belonged to me 
But it would have to be very small indeed, 
for I had only fifty pounds that I could spare 
for the purpose. Obviously, it was useless 
for me to think about the caravan section 
of the motor show at Olympia, and plan the 
fitting out of a luxury model ; instead, I 
had to keep my eyes open for something that 
was easily convertible. 


The Royal Mail Van 


One Saturday in March I spent a week-end 
in a Buckinghamshire village. It was very 
cold, and there had been a heavy snowfall. 
As I came across a wide sloping field on my 
way to the village, I noticed a heap in the 
snow, which turned out to be a dilapidated 
old Royal Mail van. It was almost a wreck ; 
the doors had been wrenched off, the windows 
and frames were smashed in, and the wheels 
were deep in the mud and settling down at 
all angles. 

However, the roof and walls were mainly 
intact, and they were made of good oak, and 





on the broken floor boards of the high driver's 
seat a robin perched and sang merrily. 

I judged that the van was of about “ 1870 
vintage ’’ or earlier, and I imagined all sorts 
of queer stories about it to account for its 
being stranded there in the corner of a large 
field. 

It was then that the idea suddenly occurred 





Friends of the caravan pose in a neighbour's 


garden. Limpopo the cat, (‘* Limpy” for short) 

strongly resented this snapshot being taken 
to me that the van might be turned into a 
habitable caravan. The situation was ideal 
the village pump was within sight, and the 
station only ten minutes walk away. I made 
some enquiries, and found that the owner 
was a nearby farmer ; so I called on him and 
brought the conversation round to the van. 
Then I enquired if he would care to sell it 

The farmer laughed at this 

“ That old thing ’’, he said : “‘ why, I've been 
rearing my turkeys in it, and now it’s too far 
gone even for that. I assure you, it’s not 
worth twenty shillings for firewood !’ 

I said I would willingly give him twenty 
shillings for it. 

Done, my lass! said he. So a pound 

note changed hands, we shook hands on the 
deal, and the van was mine 


Left: a friend from the ambulance section of the 
Civil Defence, (left) spends a week at the caravan 
away from the strenuousness of war-time London 
Right: the village has a mysterious river that 
disappears underground for long periods, but this 
stream, in the nearby parkland, makes a fine 
bathing place when the river remains above ground 


suggestion 
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| BOUGHT 
A 
CARAVAN 


By LOUISE ROURKE 


Left: a nearby cottage set in the woods where 
Robert Louis Stevenson once wrote an essay on 
Autumn Leaves 


We also made an arrangement whereby 
I could leave the van standing where it was 
and pay a shilling a ground rent” 
and that I could make a garden in the curving 
sweep of the field in which the van stox dd 

Then the fun began 

I spent my Easter holiday 
evidence of the turkeys from 
the van with an old knife ; I sandpapered 
it all over, starting from the ceiling and 
working down to the floor Then I scoured 
it out with strong soda water, a hard scrubbing 
brush, and a lot of elbow For the 
next two months every moment I could spare 
was spent hammering and painting, repairing 
the van, and afterwards clearing the ground 
of rubbish, nettles and ground elder 


Cost of the Caravan 

I spent my fifty pounds on the caravan, 
almost to a penny It went on some garden 
ing tools, wood, paint (green for the outside 
and sunshine yellow for the inside) 
an oil stove, a small enamel table top, a bowl 
and jug and Then I bought two 
Dunlopillow bedding, a_ kettle, 
saucepans and a frying pan ; garden cushions, 
a ground sheet, one electric (bulb) lamp and 
two candle lanterns, and six primrose-coloured 
cups and which look very cheerful 
on a shelf along one wall. Iron struts, which 
had probably supported parcel racks in the 


Ww eek 


scraping all 
the inside of 


grease 


glass, 


pails 


mattresses, 


Saucers 


past, now made supports for the shelves 
on which I kept my “ Penguin” caravan 
library, and some of them make excellent 


pegs on which to hang clothes. A little of 
the fifty pounds was spent on gardening 
shilling or two on 


and country books, and 
seeds and plants 
By mid-summer 


I was spending all my 
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week-ends in the caravan, and at one time I 
was able to spend three lovely, unbroken 
months there. The garden was gradually 
pushed back a little further till it went the 
full length of “‘ my ’’ corner of the field where 
corn is never sown, as its shape is too awkward 
for the plough. 


vegetables and 


I joined the local 


ing off the second prize for sweetpeas. 


dog ; one or two cats, three goats and a very 
tame hen robin. 
girl from the village school who taught me 
where to find the first bluebells, and dande- 
lions in plenty for making lovely wine; and 
in the autumn she brought mushrooms to 
my door for breakfast in the morning. 


the farmer is dead. This year, for the fing 
There was also a little time in many generations there will be no 
harvest in “my” field. The caravan jg 


badly in need of.repair, and the 1 
to leak. 


A New Lease of Life 
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unspoilt village 


From my caravan I look out on the ancient But now, once again a very litt money 
Carrying Off a Prize church and the wooded hills that were dearly is “ burning a hole in my pocket as thee 
My plot is now some 80 to 90 feet long by loved by Robert Louis Stevenson, and used to say when I wasa child. I am starting 
16 feet wide, and on it I grow all my own from a small leaded window, presented to to collect the right sort of things for a very 
take them up to London. me by a friend, I have watched,the corn at small cottage. The caravan will not be 
The soil is excellent, and I get a fine crop all stages, from tender green to gold. I have deserted however ; I shall repair the roof ang 
of French artichokes and some lovely flowers. seen the beautiful English country at all give it a fresh coat of paint, and I picture jt 
Agricultural Society, and seasons of the year. The space is small at the bottom of a cottage garden having 
in my second year I had the pleasure of carry- but I can expand into the fields, or the grace- a new lease of life as a little retreat, furnished 
ful parkland nearby, which was laid out in with only the row of books, a table and chair 
I have made many friends in the charming, the eighteenth century. and my typewriter, for I should find it harg 
; special friends of the caravan Now things have altered in the village ; to give up the little van where I have spent 
have included a peacock; Mickie, the farm property has changed hands, and my friend so many happy hours. 

The Import of College Membership 

business to solve their own problems, and by encouraging others to 


of Nursing, gave an informal, but interesting, talk on the 

history of the College to the Leaders and Secretaries of the 
Industrial Nurses’ Discussion Groups at a Conference held in the 
Cowdray Hall recently. 

During the afternoon session, Miss C. J. Mann, Industrial Nursing 
Organizer, Miss A. Gaywood and Miss M. West, put before the con 
ference the position of the nurse in the industrial field as it was to-day. 
Miss Gaywood, speaking on Whitley Council Machinery, felt that on 
the whole, the profession had not realized the importance of Whitley 
machinery in their lives. She explained that this could best be thought 
of as collective bargaining between employer and employee. 


M ISS F. G. Goodall, O.B.E., General Sec retary of the Royal College 


At the moment, the trade unions occupied seats on the employee side 
of the Nurses’ Standing Committee together with professional organi- 
zations, and, therefore, nurses must ask themselves whether they 
were content to let the Unions negotiate for them. The future was 
entirely in the hands of the nurses, and they must be organized, with 
one hundred per cent. membership. Nevertheless, compulsion and 
the closed shop methods were not College policy, and should not be 
encouraged; nurses should be free to join the College. The importance 
of College membership was emphasized by several of the sisters present 





Above : 
industrial nurse discussion group leaders and secretaries. 
E._M. Gosling, and next to her is Mrs. A. A. Woodman, M.B.E. 
Industrial nurse group leaders and secretaries with their guests at a 
luncheon party 


Dame Louisa Wilkinson, D.B.E., R.R.C., presiding at a luncheon for 
On her left is Miss 


Right : 


who said that when they went to their directors with requests for 
increased salaries for their nurses, the directors asked how many of their 
staff were. College members. Miss Gaywood said this shows that 
“everything depends on membership.” 

Miss C. J. Mann said that since her four years in office she had 
roughly covered the whole country, arranging meetings; she had 
taken the nursing organization into the firms, by inviting senior 
executive members and senior medical officers of various firms to take 
the chair at meetings. The majority of members had come through 
personal contacts, and now there were 15 Industrial Nursing Groups, 
which were active in promoting College activities, collecting opinions 
for the College. ‘‘ We must learn to look at nursing as a whole field 
and link up with all the other public health services,” said Miss Mann 
rhe reason for these meetings was to help members to see their part 
n the whole organization, by attending meetings, by making it their 


join the College. If purses fail to do this they have only themselves to 
blame if policies are formed which they do not like. Nurses should 
follow the example set by the older members, who feel that the Royal 
College of Nursing is their College; this feeling gave them resilience to 
push forward, and this feeling should be encouraged amongst all 
members. 

The nurse in industry had a serious problem at the moment, when 
there was much talk of taking the nurse out of industry and putting 
her back into hospital. Many of nurses in industry were there 
because they had domestic ties and responsibilities. If they did not 
work in industry they would be lost to the profession. Miss Mann 
said every nurse should be ‘“‘curicus about what is happening within 
the whole organization.”” Industrial nurses had their Industrial Nurses 
Sub-Committee which considered the opinions of the various groups 

Miss M. West, who spoke on Industrial Nursing Publications, and 
mentioned all the existing publications which covered industrial 
nursing matters of a national nature; she said that there was no one 
publication which dealt with matters of parochial or topical interest 
to the industrial nurse. Miss West invited the audience to discuss 
the position, and many questions were asked and some suggestions 
were made; the course of the discussion being guided by Mrs. A. A. 
Woodman, who clarified certain points. Miss West, who edits the 
Ouarterly News Letter, spoke of the problems of bringing out a paper 
As a result, it was decided to refer the matter to the Industrial Nurses’ 
Groups and toreport their findings to Miss Mann in a month's time. 


DISCUSSION 

The members of the conference took the opportunity of discussing 
many problems after the talks were concluded. It was seen that in 
a number of cases the activities of groups were curtailed by members’ 
domestic ties. Mrs. Kirk said that the nurse in industry should aim 
for a national salary scale, no matter what field she was in; she should 
realize that ‘‘ in unity lay strength ’’; Miss Mann spoke of the value of 
the International Congress on Industrial Medicine (see the Nursing 
Times, September 25and October 9, 1948), and added that a similar 
Congress was being planned in Lisbon for 1951. At the end of the 
Conference thanks were given to Miss E. M. Gosling, the Chairman of 
the Industrial Nurses’ Sub-Committee, who took the Chair for the 
whole conference. A luncheon had been arranged, at which Dame 
Louisa Wilkinson, O.B.E., R.R.C., President of the Royal College of 


Nursing, graciously presided. 
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THE ASSISTANT NURSE AND THE 


COMING 


ITH the fast moving pattern of events 
in the nursing world, the assistant 
nurse can, and perforce, must play 

an ever-increasing part. 

At long last a definite interest is being 
taken in her, or him. Much criticism has 
been levelled at matrons for their indifference 
towards the less fortunate members of their 
nursing staff, but it has been my experience 
of latter years that the matrons I have known, 
have been eager to accept and encourage 
anyone who showed an aptitude or desire 
for nursin; 

I use the word “ less fortunate "’ deliberately, 
for while there are a few thousand assistant 
nurses who are prepared to drift along casually, 
there are thousands more who prefer to earn 
their status on merit. Many like myself 
started out in the nursing world too late to 
train, but | am deeply, and sincerely, pleased 
at the attempt to train new entrants. 

The lives of many thousands of assistant 
nurses, have been spent in the chronic re- 
ception departments, the physical output and 
monotony of routine of which, only those 
who live it can appreciate. I speak from 
twenty years of experience both as resident 
and non-resident nurse. 

Twenty years ago, matrons could afford 
to be fastidious and accepted only the cream 
of age and education. A sense of proportion 
and perspective helps one to appreciate 
this; as of course the right type must be 
found and the nursing profession should 
never be allowed to deteriorate. But with 


ORDER 
By Miss E. G. JAMES, S.E.A.N. 


the ever expanding health service, there must 
be an important niche for the assistant nurse- 
Nor should it be confined to the less interest- 
ing side of nursing. 

Many flattering compliments are paid to 
this type of nurse, but it is a poor consolation 
to the girl or woman who wanted something 
more. Just the atmosphere of a chronic 
ward with its exhausting exactitudes is not 
enough to induce a girl to train. Taken in 
its stride, it has very important values and 
brings out the practical side like no other 
branch of nursing. 1 offer my opinion humbly, 
as with years of this sort of atmosphere the 
brain wearies and the desire stilles. But 
I do submit that many valuable years have 
been wasted for the assistant nurse. 

Many thousands of assistant nurses have 
had a wide and varied experience, and an 
assistant nurse has to adapt herself to con- 
ditions which a student trainee never meets 
Latterly there has been an influx of orderlhies, 
and while they have been a great help in 
relieving the pressure of work, their use- 
fulness should not be confused with that of 
a nurse. I hope sincerely for the day when 
anyone wearing the uniform will be a nurse 
indeed, and so obviate this confusion. 

The general conditions must be altered 
and a common basis of working formed. 
When this comes about, it will go three-parts 
of the way to making hospitals the pleasant 
places they should be. Serenity and service 
for the patient, and when the nurses are 
off duty, a jolly food time together, thereby 





removing the complexes of superiority and 


inferiority which are a great imbling block 


at the present time. 

One can fully appreciate the p,ofessional 
pride so jealously guarded by the qualifed 
nurse, but there are some really good women 
in the assistant nurses’ ranks whose mental 
receptiveness is equal to much more than she 
is getting 

The hideous title still remains a stigma. 
Wash this out, and give her a practical and 
theoretical training according to her ability, 
and she will prove how worthy of it she is, 
There are some forty-six thousand assistant 
nurses up and down the country, and I would 
urge them to watch their own interests and 
to organize. An _ entirely fresh attitude 
towards nurses in general can be expected 
with the reorganizing of the hospital services, 
and it is very essential that existing assistant 
nurses should watch their own interests in 
this matter. It is important that she has 
her due representation on the councils and 
committees and she will not establish this 
unless she is organized. Her numerical 
strength justifies and can command it, 

I can vouch for The National Association 
of State Enrolled Assistant Nurses, of which 
[ am a member They are making the 
cause of th« nurse their particular 
aim and it is in the immediate interest of all 
assistant nurses to follow and support their 
eliorts. 


assistant 


[The time can be visualized when 
changes may take place ; whether for 
or ill, time alone will tell gut the future 
nurse has become a factor 


great 


zoe ne 


of the assistant 
which can no longer be ignored I am sure 
her position, both in the past, and at present, 
has not been fully understood, and it is 
now “up to her” 


The Future of the State-enrolled Assistant Nurse—a Professional Conference in London 


The Right Honourable Lord Auckland, 
M.B.E., Secretary, Kingston Group Hospital 
Management Committee, took the chair at a 
professional conference for State-enrolled assist- 
ant nurses arranged by the National Association 
of State-enrolled Assistant Nurses and held at 
Friends’ House. He said he owed his life to 
the nursing attention he had received from two 
assistant nurses. Good bedside nursing ex- 
perience was more useful to the assistant 
nurse than attending lectures. 


Below 


Professor Andrew Topping, M.A., D.P.H/:, 
Director of the Department of Social Medicine, 
Manchester University, in his address The 
Future of the State-enrolled Assistant Nurse 
said that the success of the National Health 
Service greatly depended on what took place 
in the nursing profession, and that the 
profession must be a happy one. There was 
room for two types of nurses, but the practical 
nurse must not ask for a short training, she 
should have two years at the minimum, and 


Dame Katherine Watt addressing the State-enrolled assistant nurses conference, recently, at 
Friends’ House, London 































set her face against low standards There 
was, however, no need for jealousy between 
the practical and the academic nurse Each 
should approve the work of the other There 
was room for two types of doctors as well; 
in many ways the medical profession suffered 
the same difficulties as nurses There was a 
lot of work to be done by the practical nurse 
to help the community to lead a happy 
healthy life, but the name “ assistant nurse ”’ 
was not the best one 


Discussion 


In the discussion which followed, members 
gave their opinions, and spoke of their own 
experiences. Miss E. James, of Hackney, 
urged that the assistant nurse should be 
given a chance In her own case she had 
worked hard all her life, 
making beds and doing the hard monotonous 
duties attached to the nursing of the chronic 
sick She had always wanted to take her 
but was told that her educa- 
There were many 
tasks she had been given which she was not 
qualified to undertake, but she had 
done them. 

Another speaker said there was a section 
which thought the assistant nurse's training 
a waste of time, and felt that the training 
of the State-enrolled assistant nurse should 
go toward the State-registered nurse's training. 

Mrs. Stocken, the General Secretary of the 
National Association, said they wanted the 
title of State-enrolled nurse. Dr. M. W. 
Warren, President of the Council, spoke of 
the State-enrolled assistant nurse taking her 
place as sister of the wards The 
Chairman closed an enthusiastic meeting bv 
urging members to ask for the 
portal of entry as the State-registered nurse, 
and for an opportunity for promotion 
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Among its other activities, it is interested in international ex- 
changes of nurses, and is working on the co-ordination of the 
activities of the various bodies now concerned with this. 

Last year the International Council of Nurses was recognized 
by the World Health Organization, and being in official relation- 
ship with that body, has been invited to send delegates to the 
second World Health Assembly, being held in Rome this summer. 

It will thus be seen that the International Council of Nurses 
has achieved a great deal, both for the profession which it 
represents and on a wider basis, during the past 50 years. It 
is to be hoped that the next 50 years will see still further improve- 
ments in international nursing relations, and a welcome of nurses 
from all countries, working in professional harmony. 

1 Margaret Breay and Ethel Gordon Fenwick, History 
International Council of Nurses’? (Geneva, 1931), p.7—8. 

2 H. Pearl Adam (editor), ‘‘ Women in Council: The Jubilee Book 
of the National Council of Women of Great Britain” (London, 
1945), p. 74 et seq. 

8 ‘* Women in Council,” p. 6 et seq. 
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4 Women Workers: Official Reports of Conferences, 1895, 1896 

5 L. R. Seymer, ‘ History of Nursing ’’ (London), p. 230. 

* ‘“ Women Workers: Official Report of the Conference, 1896." p. 159 
7 “ Women Workers: Official Report of the Conference, 1896," p. 159 


s Portrait Album of Who's Who at the International ( 
Women "’ (London, 1899), p. 23. 

* ‘* International Council of Women : 
(London 1900), p. 274. 

\” “ Tllustrated London News,” July 8, 1899. 

1! Breay and Fenwick, op. cit., p. 9. 

 L. L. Dock,‘ A History of Nursing,” III (New York, 1912), p, 54 

‘SR. Cox-Davies, “‘ Ida Stewart,” Isla Stewart Memorial Lectug 
(London, 1911), p. 15. 

1“ Life of William Mc Kinley ”’ 

1 Dock, op. cit., p. 55. 

16 Speech by Mrs. Bedford Fenwick, given in Breay and Fenwick 
op. cit., p. 61. 

7 Breay (1937), ‘* The International Council of Nurses,’’ British Journa) 
of Nursing, 85, p. 180. Breay and Fenwick, op. cit. 

18 Breay and Fenwick. 

19 Seymer, p. 251. 

20 International Nursing Bulletin, Winter, 1948. 
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INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF NURSES 


Conference Programme: June 12—1I6, 1949, Stockholm, Sweden 


HE National Council of Nurses of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland have 


of Nurses, Miss G. Héjer. 
of the Department of Health, Stockholm, will 


Stockholm. 
Wednesday, June 15: all 


The Director General 


day visits te 


issued the following programme for will speak on Medical Care in Sweden; papers country towns of Sweden. 

Stockholm : by representatives of four member associa- Thursday, June 16: Morning Session 
Sunday, June 12: 9 a.m. to 7 p.m., registra- tions in the northern countries, followed by 10 a.m. Presiding: Deputy Treasurer of the 
tion in the Royal Tennis Hall, Stockholm. discussion on The Place of Nursing in any International Council of Nurses, Miss M. J. 
8 p.m., religious services in Catholic and Future Scheme of Medical Care. 7 p.m. and Marriott, S.R.N., Great Britain, whose subject 
Protestant churches; ‘candle-light ’’ 9 p.m., Chronicle Play— History of Nursing will be Nursing Service: How to meet th 
processions; choral and organ music. in the Northern Countries. Demand; papers by representatives of fou 
Monday, June 13: Opening Session: Tuesday, June 14: Morning Session: member associations followed by discussion 
10 a.m., music. Presiding: The President of 9 a.m. Presiding: 2nd Vice-President of the Afternoon Session: 2 p.m. Presiding 
the International Council of Nurses, Miss International Council of Nurses, Miss K. J. 3rd Vice-President of the International Council 
G. Héjer. The Vice-Chairman of the Swedish Densford, R.N., B.A., M.A., D.Sc., United of Nurses, Miss Grace M. Fairley, R.N., Canada. 
Education: President’s Address; report of the Executive 


States of America. 


Nurses’ Association will welcome the guests; 
Methods 


addresses of welcome from the Prime Minister 
of Sweden, the Director General of the Medical 
and Health Board, the Mayor of Stockholm, 
and the Chairman of the Union of Professional 


discussion where 


Women. Outstanding Events in the History 
of the International Council of Nurses; 


admission of new member associations; votes 


of Clinical Instruction; 
representatives of three member associations 
followed by dicussion. 
stitutions and places of interest with informal 
appropriate. 
include Schools of Nursing, Hospitals (General 
and Special), Child Welfare Centres, Tuber- 


Nursing 
report of the Honorary Treasurer; 
Committee Reports: Membership, Revision 
of Constitution and By-Laws, Nominating, 
Ethics of Nursing, Education, Nursing Service, 
Publications, Relief, Economic Welfare and 
Ways and Means. 

Votes of thanks will be proposed by re 


papers by Secretary; 


visits to in- 


3 p-m.: 


These will 


of thanks from representatives of two member culosis Centres, School Nursing Service, presentatives of two member associations, 
associations. Voluntary Relief Work, Factories (Industrial and there will be an evening visit to Stockholm 

Afternoon Session: 3 p.m.: Presiding: Nursing), Modern Dwellings, Home for City Hall, and a farewell entertainment at 
The President of the International Council ‘ problem” children, and the old City of Skansen. 


THE NATIONAL COUNCIL DISCUSSES THE NURSES BILL 


Britain and Northern Ireland was held on May 24 at the 

Middlesex Hospital to enable member societies to express their 
views on the Nurses Bill, to report the actions already taken by the 
Council on the matter and to consider further proposals. : 

Miss K. F. Armstrong, President of the Council, took the chair and the 
proposals which had been sent forward by the Board of Directors to 
interested members of the House of Lords were discussed, and voted 
upon, though on certain points some representatives felt unable to 
vote, having no mandate from their leagues or organizations. 

The first proposal that in the title of the Bill the phrase “ training 
of nurses for the sick ’’ should be altered by the words “ for the sick ” 
as this phrase limited the work of the nurse, was supported by the 
majority. Later, in discussing the definition of the nurse in Clause 18 
(1) it was agreed to propose that the words “‘ and for the preventive 
health nursing service ’’ be added after the words “ nurse for the sick.”’ 

On the proposal by the Board of Directors that Clause 2, Section 3, 
authorising a standing nurse-training committee to conduct examina- 
tions should be deleted, the President pointed out that the Government 
amendment inserting the words ‘ the Council” in line 3 in place of 
the word ‘‘them’”’ had somewhat safeguarded the position, but on 
voting it was decided to continue to press for further safeguard as it 
was feared that this section would be liable to permit a lowering of the 
nursing standard. The Council also proposed to delete the words “‘ and 
examinations ”’ from Clause 3, (1), which made provisions for experi- 
mental schemes of training and examinations for the same reason. 

The suggestion that the title of the standing nurse-training com- 
mittees be altered to regional nurse-training councils was strongly 


A extraordinary meeting of the Grand Council of Nurses of Great 


supported. 
On the question of post-registration qualifications the National 
Council proposed an amendment to be inserted after Clause 9, to the 


effect that the General Nursing Council might make rules prescribing 
or approving courses of training and examinations for registered nurses 
who wished to specialize in certain branches of nursing. This was 
particularly supported by representatives from the sick children’s and 
fever nurses. 

It was agreed to continue to press for the acceptance of the amendment 
that the Minister should cover the expenses of the General Nursing 
Council incurred in inspecting and approving institutions vested in the 
Minister, in place of the present section authorising contributions 
towards these expenses only. 

It was agreed to support the proposal that the List be reopened te 
all those eligible, not only to those who had been prevented by 
circumstances arising from war from applying for admission. 

With regard to the constitution of the standing nurse-training 
committees, it was agreed to continue to press for a majority of nurse 
representation on these committees. It was also agreed that the 
proposal of a Hospital Grants Committee be withdrawn and the 
suggestions in the original Act be reimposed. 

The British College of Nurses pressed for the continued publication 
of the Register of Nurses, but this did not receive the support of the 
meeting after Miss Helen Dey, of the General Nursing Council, Miss 
G. E. Davies, formerly Registrar of the Gereral Nursing Council had 
explained the prohibitive cost and the impracticability of the suggestion, 
now that over 8,000 names had to be added each year, and, with the 
Final examinations every 4 months, the Register became out-of-date 
as soon as it had been printed. 

Other amendments proposed by the Board of Directors had bees 
included at the Committee stage of the Bill, so needed no further discussion. 

In concluding the meeting, Miss Armstrong said that the proposals 
would be sent forward from the National Council to interested persoms 
in the House of Lords. 
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Royal College of Nursing News 


Membership forms may be obtained from the Secretary, Royal College of Nursing, 
la, Henrietta Place, Cavendish Square, W.!, or from local Branch Secretaries 


College Announcements 


FOR OVERSEAS VISITORS 
The Royal College of Nursing has arranged 
the following four-day programme for overseas 
visitors in | ngland : 


Monday, July 11.— The National Health Service. 
9.30 a.m. Regis aton. 10 am.: Welcome from 
Dame Louisa Wilkinson, D.B.E., R.R.C. 10.10 am.: 


The Social Services in Gt. Britain : Dr. Gertrude Willoughby. 
ftam.: Coffer. 11.15 am.: The Nursing Services which 
are available, and their co-ordination. 2.30 p.m.: What has 
the implementation of the National Health Act meant? How 
does the Nurse fit into the scheme? How has the National 
Health Service affected her? How has she benefitted? Mrs. 
Blair Fish. 

Tuesday, duly 12.— The Royal College of Nursing 
(1) as a Professi mal Association; (2) as an Educational Body. 
10 am.: The College—History and Development, Past, 
Present and Future (Part 1). Miss F. (;. Goodall. 11 a.m.: 
Coffee. 11.30 a.m : The College— History and Development, 
Past, Present and Future (Part 2). 2.30 p.m.: Discussion 
Groups (Professional Association Dept.). 

Wednesday, July 13. — (In Barnes Hall, Royal Society 
of Medicine). The Nurse's preparation for her responsibilities; 
the educational facilities available in this country. 10 a.m.: 
Education in England To-day; historical survey, principles 
and gencral trends. 11 a.m.: Coffee. 11.30 a.m.: The 
hospital and {the student nurse; present training and plans 
for the future. 2.30 p.m.: Tours of the College. 

T ursday, July 14. The Further Education of the 
Nurse. 10 a.m.: Post-certificate training: The Royal 
College of Nursing (Education Department), Miss Carpenier: 
11 am.: Coffee. 11.30 a.m.: General Session. 2.30 p.m.: 
Discussion Groups (Education Department). 8—10 p.m. : 
Recep on nm the Cow ray Hull. 


BRANCHES STANDING COMMITTEE 
At the meeting of the Branches Standing 
Committee, to be held at 10 a.m. on Friday, 
July 1, at Cardiff, the following resolutions 
will be discussed :—(i) Nurses on Hospital 
Management Committees, etcetera (Croydon 
Branch); (ii) Salaries for Trained Nursing 
Staff (Glasgow and Northampton Branches) ; 
(iii) Leave with pay in order to attend meetings 
(Sunderland Branch); (iv) Cooperation with 
Trade Unions (Cardiff Branch); (v) Mis- 
leading statements by non-professional organiza- 
tions (South-Western Metropolitan Branch) ; 
(vi) Representation on Industrial Nurses’ Sub- 
Committee (Cardiff Branch); (vii) Area offices 
(Chichester Branch); (viii) Degree courses in 
nursing (Brechin Branch); (ix) National 
Council of Nurses of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland (Edinburgh, Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne and King’s Lynn _ Branches); 
(x) Length of service on Selection of Resolutions 
Sub-Committee (Edinburgh Branch). For 


details of this meeting, see the Annual General 
Meeting programme in the Nursing 
of May 28. 


Education Department 


Public Health Nurses’ Refresher Course 
vacancies for 


July 


Times 


or two 
from 


There are still 
the residential 


one 
course 16—30 





held at Lenton Firs, University Hall of 
Residence, Nottingham. (see the Nursing 
Times, May 21, 1949, page 417). Full details 
of the programme will be published shortly. 
Applications may be made to the Director 
of Education, Royal College of Nursing 


Public Health Section 


Public Health Section within the Nerth Eastern Metropolitan 
Branch.—A general meeting will be held on Wednesday, 
June 6, at 6.30 p.m., at Forest Gate Hospital (by kind 
permission of the matron); followed by an open meeting at 
7 p.m. A discussion on the Working Party Report on Mid- 
wives will be held. The chairman will be Miss Wearn, and 
the speaker, Miss Florence Baird. 


Public Health Section within the South Western Metro 
politan Branch. A mecting of the Industria! Nurses’ Dis 
cussion Group will be held in Miss Mann's office, _the 
College, on Tuesday, June 7, at 7 p.m. 


Branch ‘Notices 


Birmingham and Three Counties Branch.—The visit to 
Bureot Grange will be on Saturday, June 18, and not June 
25 as stated in the programme. There will be 
a meeting of the Executive Committee on June 7, at 6.15 p.m. 
and a general meeting on Tuesday, June 14, at 6.30 p.m., 
The agenda includes the business of the next Branches 
Standing Committee. 


i —% Branch.— A bring and buy sale will be held 
on Saturday, June 11 at 3 p.m., at the Isolation Hospital, 
Mandeville Road, Aylesbury. Gifts of all kinds will be 
welcome. A few tickets are still available for the outing 
to Stratford-on-Avon on August 13 and th: visit to some of 
the Oxford colleges on September 3. Those interested 
should send their names to the secretary, Miss Peebles, 
Tindall General Hospital, Aylesbury. 


Burnley and District Branch.—By kind permission of Miss 
Casserley, members are invited to a Birthday Party, to be 
held on Saturday, Jung 11, from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m., at the 
Hartley Hospital, Colne. Tea at 3.30 p.m. R.S.V.P. to 
the Matron. The Laneshaw Bridge bus from Nelson passes 
the Hospital. Trawden bus, alight at Heifer Lane—five 
minutes’ walk to the Hospital. 

arrow, and District Branch.—A general meeting 
will take place on Monday, June 13, at 7.45 p.m., at Edgware 
General Hospital. This will be followed by an Open Meeting 
at 8.30 p.m., when Dr. Stephen Hall, M.A., M.R.C.P., will 
give a talk on B.C.G. All are welcome. . 


Reading and District Branch.—There will be a mecting 
on June 9, at 7 p.m. at the Newbury and District Hospital. 


Redhill, Reigate and District Branch.—A garden sale will 

held on Saturday, June 11, at 2.30 p.m. The sale at 
“ Greenfields" Warwick Road, Redhill, will be opened by 
Mrs. Allen. Tickets ; adults 1s., children 6d. 


South Eastern Metropolitan Branch.—A general meeting 
will be held on June 7, at 7 p.m., at Bethlem Royal Hospital. 
Miss C. Alexander will speak on the National Council of 
Nurses of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. A resolution 
will also be considered to make an addition to Branches 
Constitution to allow for joint meetings to be called of two 
or more branches. The report of a sub-committee on member- 
ship of the College, and the revised scheme for affiliation to 
the College will be considered. 

Members who can get to Bethlem some time before the 
meeting will be given an opportunity to see the hospital. 


APPEAL COMMITTEE 


When giving a donation recently someone 
with a very small income said she had been 
able to save that out of her allowance and felt 
that it could not be spent in a better cause. 
Another subscriber, an old lady, she 
always fines herself when she makes mistakes 
us the result from time to time. 
We know that our Fund is sustained by 
sacrifices both large and small of people 
who understand and sympathise with the 
needs of many sick, sad and aged nurses, 
but we urgently need many more kind sup- 
porters 


NURSES’ 


says 


and sends 


Contributions for the Week ending May 28, 1949 
{sd 

The Windsor Branch of the Guild of St. Barnabas 1 6 
Miss P. L. Moore 56 O 
Miss D. Thomas : 5 Oo 
The Association of Hospital Matrons at Leeds 300 
Miss E. A. Newman 26 
“30 


We acknowledge with many thanks parcels from Miss 
Colebrook, and Anonymous 

W Sprcear, Secretary, Nurses’ Appeal Committee, Royal 
College of Nursing, la, Henrietta Place, Cavendish Square, 
London, W.1. 


Solution to Crossword Puzzle, No. 36 


Across.—1.—Repudiat -d 8.—Tippet. lk —Utters 
12.—Leper. 14.—Peril. 15.—Usher 16.—Aside 19. 
Aces. 20.—Par 21.—Curl 22.—Polar 24.—Cuckoo 
25.—Paying. 26.—Under. 27.—Elders. 2s8.—Singer 
29.—Good Players 

Down. —2.— Experienced 3.—Date. 3.—Ague 5 
Overhauling. 6.—Stopwatches. 7.—Astrologers 9.— 
Ella. 11.—True. 13.—Phial. 17.—Spoons. 1s.-——Drapes. 
22.—Poured, 23.—Rarity. 

Prizewinners 


We have pleasure in awarding the prize of 10s. 6d. to 
Miss G. E. Banks, S.i.N., of Arb oath, and a book to 
M ss A. Hawkins, of Swin ion. 


CORRECTION 
The price of the book Painting as a Past- 
time, which was reviewed inthe Nursing Times 
of April 30, is 10s. 6d., not Is. 6d. as published. 


Coming Events 
Lowestoft and North Suffolk Hospital, Lowestoft.—There 


will be an open meeting for State-registered nurses on Friday, 
June 24, at 7.30 p.m. Miss W. D. Christie, Eastern Area 
Organiser, Royal College of Nursing, will speak on The 
Nursing Profession today. It is hoped to re-form a branch 
of the Royal College in the district. 
St. James’ Hospital, Balham, —There will be a re-union on 
Saturday, July 9, at 3 p.m. All past nurses will be welcome, 
Southampton one Hospital Management Committee : 
gh General a Isolation Hospitals.—A cordial in 
vitation is extended to all past members of the nursing 
staffs of these hospitals to attend the annual prize giving 
and re-union to be held at the Borough General Hospital, 
Shirley, Southampton, on Saturday, July 9, 1049, at 3 p.m 
Speaker: The Hon. Mrs. Eric Aldridge, M.B.E., J.P. 


A Public Health Section Appointment 


Mrs. Olwen Caradoc Evans, S.R.N., Health 
Visitor’s Certificate, has been appointed 
Acting Secretary of the Public Health Section 
of the Royal College of Nursing for the time 
being. Mrs. Evans, née Evans Jones, trained 
at the Nightingale Training School for Nurses, 
having taken a secretarial training, and studied 


Evans was appointed health visitor in Banbury 
and later, relief health visitor, Oxfordshire. 
An active member of the College for many 
years she is the secretary of the Public Health 
Section within the North Western Metro- 
politan Branch. Mrs. Evans is the wife of 
the Physician Superintendent at St. Charles's 


for a year in Paris. She took Part 1 Mid- Hospital, Ladbroke Grove, so has a_ close 
wifery at the St. Thomas’s Unit. After interest in hospital as well as public health 
taking her health visitor’s training, Mrs. matters. We wish her every success. 
” 
THE « NURSING TIMES” LAWN TENNIS 
irst Round Results 
Left : Mrs. Olwen FE - . — , : 

: ; Bexley Hospital beat University College Hospital. A, 6—3, 9—7,7—5; B, 6—8, 4—6,6—3 
Caradoc Evans, Teams “f — a Miss V. p bom B. Brace; B—Misses M. Snellgrove, F. Moylan 
S.R.N., Health University College, A—Misses M. Dewar, | espitah.’ B—Misses S. Atkins, 4 Cane, 

isitor’ i- Edgware General Hospital beat Brompton H . A, 6—2, 6—2, 6—1; B, 6—48, ¢ 
Visitor's Certifi 6—4. Teams : Edgware, A—Misses M. Jehu, J. Medway; B—Misses B. Buckett,C Fletcher 
cate who has been Brompton Hospital, A—Misses J. Barnes, B. Rochford; B—Misses M. Dyson, J. Leak. 
appointed Acting St. Mary’s Hospital, W.2, beat St. Stephen's Hespital. A, 6—2, 4—0, 6-9; B, O—4, 
Secretary Public 3—6, 4—6. Teams: St. Mary's, A—Misses | Thompson, Gaunt; B— Misses Short, Rance 
’ 


St. Stephen's, A 


Misses Johnson, Brown; b, Misses Morgan, Kinsella 


Health Section Central Middlesex Hospital beat Royal National Orthopaedic Hospital. A, 6—2, 6—1, 6—1; 
(see above) B, 11—9, 6—3. Teams: Central Middlesex, A—Misses Beckman, 1} aylor; B—Misses Deacon, 
Charles. Royal National Orthopaedic Hospital, A—Misses Kirby, Sayers; B— Misses 


Chicken, Dawson. 








HOSPITAL EXPENDITURE 
Mr. Bevan's Assurance 


= 
Two points of interest arose at the second 
reading debate on the National Health Service 
(Amendment) Bill in the House of Commons 
on Tuesday, May 24. The principal purpose 
of the Bill, in addition to some administrative 
tidying up of the main Act, was to clarify the 
position of the medical partnerships in relation 
to the prohibition of the sale of practices. 
But it served also as an occasion to question 
the Minister of Health about the direction to 
hospital managements and regional boards to 
reduce their expenditure, and to seek from him 
renewed action in connection with the provision 
of analgesia services. 


On the first, Mr. Bevan made a categorical 
statement that economy in hospital administra- 
tion must not be secured by reduction in the 
number of beds. On the second, he flatly 
refused to enter into any bargain of the kind 
Mr. Thorneycroft (Conservative, Monmouth) 
suggested, with the support of some of the 
women Members of Parliament who had taken 
an active part in promoting the Analgesia in 
Childbirth Bill. 


This group proposed to add new clauses to 
the National Health Service (Amendment) 
Bill, which would achieve much the same 
purpose as the Analgesia Bill by making it 
clear that a local health authority should 
have the duty of securing that apparatus of 
a type approved by the Central Midwives’ 
Board, facilities for transport, and drugs, for 
the admnstration of analgesia to women 
who desired it during childbirth, were at all 
times available for midwives. 


Mr. Thorneycroft said that if the Minister 
undertake to accept these clauses 
during the Committee stage of the Bill, he 
would, in turn, withdraw the Analgesia in 


Childbirth Bill. 


Mr. Bevan declined to say, and protested 
that he ought not to be asked, how he would 
deal with the proposed clauses when the Bill 
was considered in Committee. Certainly he 
would not permit the proposed clauses to be 
part of a bargain about a Bill introduced by 
members, which might never be 
passed. They would discuss the merits of the 
clauses when they were reached. What 
vexed him about the whole of this propaganda 
was that the country was being given the 
impression that if only these new clauses were 
in operation more women would be relieved 
of pain in childbirth. What they were faced 
with in the development of this service was 
not statutory limitation but physical limita- 
tion, imposed by the lack of sufficient trained 
midwives and general facilities. In the same 
way, it was not statutory power that was 
needed to provide beds for the 50,000 people 
on the hospitals waiting lists, it was nurses 
and general facilities. 


would 


pn vate 


On the general question of hospital admini- 
stration costs, he asserted that the 
administrative expenses of the whole National 
Health Service amounted to 23 per cent. 
of the total cost, and challenged comparison 
between the figure and the cost in private 
insurance companies which ranged between 
94 to 40 per cent. That did not mean that 
administrative expenditure should not be 
scrutinised as narrowly as possible, but it 
did mean that no great savings would be made 
on the administrative side. 


The regional hospital boards and manage- 
ment committees had only been in office six 
weeks when they were asked to make their 
estimates. The management committees 
estimated what they wanted, and _ these 
estimates were added up by the regional 


In Parliament 


hospital boards and sent in. But the Ministry 
did not accept them without examination. 
They sent them back for review. The regional 
boards must realize that they must justify 
their estimates, or there would be no financial 
control at all. 

They were witnessing an attempt by the 
central administration progressively to exercise 
financial discipline over the whole service, 
while at the same time leaving the utmost 
amount of independcnt action at the periphery, 
and they would succeed. 

He had told the regional hospital boards 
and management committees that in making 
economies where they could be made they 
must not make them at the expense of the 
patients. That meant that they must not 
close beds. It also meant that where it was 
necessary and advisable to open new beds, 
those new beds must be opened. Management 
committees and regional boards, when asked 
to make a cut, would say “ This means that 
we had to close beds.’”’ He said “No. It 
does not mean that. If you cannot save all 
the money without closing beds you cannot 
save it. But look at your expenditure more 
narrowly, scrutinise it more carefully, make 
economies where they can be made.’ There 
was nothing worse for any administration 
than to feel they could have all the money 
for which they asked. That resulted in slack 
administration. It was only 10 months since 
the service started, and it would have to run 
three, four or five years before they would 
really know what the repetitive annual 
expenditure was going to be. 


Mental Hospital Staffing 


In the House of Commons, on May 19, 
Mr. Sorensen (Labour, Leyton West), asked 
the Minister of Health to what extent mental 
hospitals in London and the Home Counties 
were overcrowded ; approximately what pro- 
portion of beds and wards could not be used 
through lack of staff, and whether recruitment 
for mental hospital service was progressing 
or retrogressing. 

In his reply Mr. Bevan said that the ac- 
commodation in use was overcrowded by 
4,048 beds (approximately 11 per cent. of 
the total). The proportion of bedspace 
available, but not being used through lack 
of staff, was 4.1 per cent. Separate figures 
for wards not in use for this reason were not 
available. 

The recruitment of nurses was progressing ; 
in 1948 there were 15 per cent. more nurses 
employed in these hospitals than in 1945. 


APPOINTMENTS 


Pickering, Miss M. E., S.R.N., S.C.M., Housekeeping 
Certificate, Venereal Diseases Certificate, British 
Tuberculosis Association Certificate, Matron, 8t. Luke’s 
Hosp., Rugby. 

Trained at Middlesbrough General Hosp Previous 
Appointments: ward sister, night sister, sister tutor, 
Middlesbrough General Hosp.; deputy matron, Yardley 
Green Hosp., Birmingham ; assistant matron, Stapleton 
Hosp., Bristol. 


Boors, fF iss D. V., S.R.N., R.S.C.N., S.C.M., Sister Tutor 
Certificate, Housekeeping Certificate. Matron, East 
Ham Memorial Hosp., E.7. 

Trained at East London Children's Hosp., Shadwell, 
Royal Sussex County Hosp., Brighton, Radcliffe Inf., 
Oxford, Battersea Polytechnic, Westminster Hosp. 
Previous appointment: Night assistant, Royal Sussex 
County Hosp.; night superintendent, Bolingbroke Hosp.; 
theatre sister, Sussex House; senior theatre sister,, 
South London Hosp.; ward and departmental sister, 
Royal Cancer Hosp.; assistant home sister, Westminster 
Hosp.; senior tutor, Westminster Hosp.; assistant 
matron, Royal Free Hosp. 

Donalcson, Miss E., S.R.N., R.S.C.N., S.C.M. Matron, 
Chitdren’s Nurseries, Perth. 

Trained at Royal Hosp. for Sick Children, Glasgow, 
The Western Inf., Glasgow, Royal Inf., Perth. Previous 
appointments: Medical and surgical ward sister at 
Royal Hosp. for Sick Children, Glasgow; night sister, 
maternity department, Royal Inf., Perth; matron, 
Florence Alice Day Nursery, Perth; senior night sister, 
Royal Hosp. for Sick Children, Edinburgh; sister in 
charge, maternity department, Royal Inf., Perth. 
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The Male Nurses Meet 


At the May meeting of the Society 
Registered Male Nurses, members paid g 
special tribute to Mr. E. C. Glavin, who i 
leaving soon to settle in Australia. My 
Glavin was the founder of the Society, ang 
its General Secretary during the first diff. 
cult years. He was presented with an ip. 
scribed watch in recognition of his 
services. In a farewell address, Mr. Glavig 
commented on the invaluable  assistangs 
rendered to the Society by the Royal Col 
of Nursing. He would always follow the 
activities of the Society, and intended to 
request that he should be granted permission 
to act a; the Australian representative with g 
view to forming a branch there. 

Tabling their view on the Nurses Bil) 
the Society agreed that the experimental 
training clause caused some apprehension 
in its reference to special examinations, 
It was considered that the success of any 
experiment should be judged by one standard 
only—that of the General Nursing Council— 
irrespective of any scheme under which 
training was taken. 

Two proposals were made by Mr. D. T, 
Lewis, and agreed upon by the Society, 
Firstly that the General Nursing Council 
be empowered to appoint a Director of Nurse 
Teaching, who would be responsible for the 
co-ordination of teaching in a given area; 
the direct execution of the recommendations 
made by the Nurse Training Committee; 
and for liason between that committee and 
the General Nursing Council. 

Secondly, that of the total number of mem- 
bers appointed to the Standing Nurse Training 
Committee, three quarters should be actually 
engaged in nursing, and that every grade, 
from student nurse to matron should be in- 
cluded in that number. 


Examination Successes 


Industrial Nursing Examination 
March-April, 1949 


Congratulations to the following candfdates 
who have gained the Industrial Nursing 
Certificate of the Royal College of Nursing :— 
*Miss L. A. Chandler, Miss M. B. Chrystie, 
*Miss A. B. Greenhead, Miss G. Hollands, 
Miss M. Howard, Miss E. D. Jones, *Miss 
D. N. Leachman, *Miss A. M. K. Lewis, 
Miss F. M. Mitch, Miss E. N. McCosh, Miss 
R. W. Padley, Miss N. S. Rees, fMiss L. N. 
Rowlands, Miss E, Street, Miss M. N. M. 
Tratsart, Miss E. M. Vinall, ¢Miss D. M. 
West, Miss M. E. Wiseman. 

* Distinction in Work of the 
Industry. 

{7 Distinction in Modern Industrial System 
and Social Services. 


The Royal Sanitary Institute 


At an examination for Health Visitors, 
being the examination approved by the 
Minister of Health, held in Liverpool on 
May 19, 20 and 21, forty-one candidates 
presented themselves. The following thirty- 
two candidates passed the examination :— 

Miss M. Anderson, Miss E. M. Ashley, Miss E. E. Bad ‘riley, 
Miss H. M. Bell, Miss A. J. Bland, Miss M. Braithwaite, 
Miss J. Campion, Miss M. Clarke, Miss M. L. Clarke, Miss 
E. M. Collins, Miss I. M. Courtly, Miss J. Davies, Miss H. M. 
Dibden, Miss J. E. Edwards, Miss M. E. Edwards, Miss M. 


Nurse is 


-» McCormick, } 
McCourt, Miss M. P. McManus, Miss M. D. Pannell, Miss 
E. M. Rhodes, Miss S. E, Roberts, Miss M. Tharme, Miss 
M. B. Trickett, Miss E. M. White. 


REGISTER OF CHIROPODISTS 
THE 1949 Register of Chiropodists, published 
by the Board of Registration of Medical 
Auxiliaries, is now available. Medical prac- 
titioners can obtain a free copy by applying 
to the offices of the Board, at Tavistock 
House North, Tavistock Square, W.C.1. 














